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Introduction

· Genesis is the foundation of the Bible - the revelation of the Creator God and His calling of the Patriarchs in space/time history).
·  Exodus builds on that foundation - the sovereignty of God in the story of Israel and the nations. It is the gateway to the rest of the story of  Creation to New Creation. 
· There are many links with Genesis - fertility, Gen.1:28 c.f. Exodus1:7, 12, 20, light/darkness Gen. 1:14-18, Exodus 14:19-20, division between waters, Gen. 1:6-7, 9-10, Exodus 14:21-22, Sabbath, Gen. 21-3, Exodus 20:8-11, 31:12-17, 35:1-3, Noah's ark and Moses' ark, Gen. 6:14, 7:1, 17, Exodus 2:3 (same word), God "remembering" His promises to Abraham, Gen. 21:1, Exodus 2:24, 6:4-5, 8, circumcision, Gen. 17:9-14, Exodus 4:24-26, 12:43-48, Joseph/Pharaoh, Exodus 1:8. God's words to Moses, 3:16, "I have taken note of you" are identical with Joseph's in Gen. 50:24 and are repeated at the Exodus itself, 13:19.
· The "contest" between God and Pharaoh demonstrated that there is only one Creator God. Rival "gods" Exodus 8:16-19, 12: 12, and exalted rulers of nations are subject to Him, Exodus 7:1-5, 9:13-16,. This fact resurfaced on many subsequent occasions in Israel's history and is a central theme in the message of the prophets. It is also a historical parable of spiritual conflict, 8:19, c.f. Luke 11:20 "... finger of God". 
· The Exodus event is central to the national consciousness of the Jewish people, re- enacted  every  year in the Passover (Pesach)celebrations and also at Pentecost (Shavuot) and Tabernacles (Succoth), Exodus 23:14-17. Passover is regarded as contemporary as well as commemorative, Amos 2:10, 3:1-2. 
· It marked the transition from Patriarchal family group - via slavery - to becoming a nation, Exodus 1:1-7, Deut. 7:7, Psalm 105:12-15, 42-45.
· Redemption was the foundation of their identity as the people of God, Exodus 20:1-2, Deut. 7:6-8, 1Chron. 17:21-22, Nehemiah 1:8-11, Isaiah 43:1-3.                                                                                                            Covenant obligations were based on that prior redemption. Israel, in Egypt, was God's first born son, Exodus 4:22-23. They were freed in order to serve the LORD, 3:12, 7:16, 13:1-2.

· They were constituted a holy people, set apart from the other nations, Ex. 19:5-6, Num. 23:9, Deut. 7:6-8, Ezek 
20:32-34. 
· The Law, given on the basis of redemption, defined the nature of freedom/holiness, Exodus 13:1-2, 13b-16, 19:3-6, 
20:1-17. We need to understand the reason for the Law in the purposes of God - then and now.        Leviticus is a book about holiness - regulations that prevented the confusion of the holy with the unholy.
· Being set free from slavery was the basis for generous treatment/justice  towards other vulnerable people - foreigners, Exodus 23:9, Lev. 19:33-34, orphans and widows, Deut. 10:17-19, 24:17-18, 20-22, servants (slaves) Deut. 5: 13-15, 15:12-15.
· The central theme of Exodus is the Presence of God among His people, 3:1-2, 6-8, 19:10-11, 16-17, 40:34-38. He takes the initiatives in revelation, in deliverance, in provision, in what He required of them.
· The Exodus story reveals the difficulties and dangers of this encounter with the Holy, 3:6b, 19:18-25, 33:3, 18, 20, c.f. Num. 12:1-10, 16:1-3, 19-20, 41-45. 
· It explains how these problems can be overcome, 3:5, 25:8, 33:21-23, 33:12-17, c.f. Numbers 12:11-15, 16:20-24, 41-48. 
· The promise of the Land was fulfilled, Gen. 15:16, Exodus 3:8, 6:6-8.
· Invisible  realities were portrayed in visible form - particularly in the contest with Pharaoh, and in the revelation of the  Tabernacle, 25:8-9, 40 c.f. Heb. 8:1-6, 9:1-5, 23-24. 
· The Covenants with the Patriarchs and the Exodus event were the essential reference points, particularly in times of national crisis/judgement, Deut. 9:22-29, Psalm 74:1-2, 14-15, 89:10 (Rahab = Egypt).. 

· The Exodus event is a paradigm for subsequent and future acts of deliverance, Isaiah 43:1-3, 44:21-28,  51:9-11, 52:8-12.  

· The Exodus was a prophecy of a greater deliverance/inheritance through the coming of the Messiah, Matt. 2:14-15, Luke 1:67-79,  Luke 11:20 ("finger of God") c.f. Exodus 8:19, Luke 9:30-31 ("departure" = "exodus"), John 6:31-35, 1Cor. 10:1-11, Rev. 15:2-4 etc.






Outline
· Oppression in Egypt,  Moses commissioned, the contest with Pharaoh, the Exodus event, 1:1 - 15:21.
· Journey to meet God at Mount Sinai, 15:22-19:2.
· The Lord descends and proclaims the terms of the Covenant with His people, 19:3 - 24:18.

· Tabernacle commanded, a tragic interlude, Tabernacle filled with God's presence, 25:1-50:38. 
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