Session 8 

Drawing near to God 
Leviticus points to Hebrews
This was no casual matter

· There must be clear lines of separation between the clean from the unclean, Lev. 15:31, and the holy from the unholy (common), Num. 3:38.
· It was the task of the priests to distinguish between these categories and to teach the people, Lev.10:8-11, 13:1-59, 14:33-57. They could diagnose but could not cure.

· Procedures existed for cleansing from the state of temporary uncleanness, e.g. a discharge from the body, Lev.15:1-24, or contact with a dead body, Num. 19 c.f. Heb.9:13, 19-23. Less serious categories required only washing with water. More serious or longstanding types required a longer procedure, also involving a sacrifice.
·  The Day of Atonement rituals, Lev. 16,were designed to cleanse the High Priest and the Sanctuary from the uncleanness that had accumulated over the course of the previous twelve months as a result of many incidents for which specific sacrifices had not been made.
Thus uncleanness was removed, a state of holiness re-established, and relationship with God restored.
The Priests, especially the High Priest, were central this process. 
· They were chosen and appointed by God (as were the Levites who assisted them), Ex. 28:1, Lev. 8:1-6. 
· They were part of the nation but set apart on their behalf for the service of God, Lev. 8:1-36, note the emphasis on the congregation, v2-5. The breastplate spoke of this, Exodus 28:15-30, see v29  

· They had to maintain a greater level of holiness, c.f. Isaiah 52:11, and were consequently subject to restrictions, Lev. 21-22. They have to be physically perfect and have to live to a higher standard of holiness than the common people. Their first allegiance was to God, above the claims of family, Exodus 32:26-29, Lev. 10:1-7, c.f. Mark 4:31-35, Matt. 10:37-39.
The High Priest was in a unique position in this regard - he could not defile himself even at the death of his parents, Lev. 21:10-15. He wore a gold plate on his forehead "Holiness to the LORD", Exodus 28:36-38.

· They taught the people, Lev. 10:8-10, 2Chron. 15:3 (Azariah/Asa), Nehemiah 8:1-8.
· Most importantly, they functioned as mediators between the nation and God, particularly by means of
sacrifices, Exodus 28:29, Heb. 8:3. 
The sacrifices functioned in two main ways:

· Atonement, cleansing, and forgiveness for individual Israelites who had offended by reason of sin or physical defilement, Lev. 1-7.

· Atonement and cleansing for the Sanctuary so that God’s Presence could continue there, Lev.16.

The Levitical Priesthood was imperfect and temporary

It served an essential function for as long as the Old (Sinai) Covenant persisted, Heb. 7:11-19. It became obsolete as a result of the death and resurrection and ascension of Jesus, although until the destruction of the Temple in AD 70 the visible status of the High Priest persisted and Jewish believers treated them with respect as national leaders, Acts 7:1-2, 23:1-5. 
Their ministry suffered from severe limitations:

· Depended on heredity, Exodus 28:1
· Their periods of office were limited by mortality, Heb. 5:1-3, 7:23.

· They were imperfect and needed atonement themselves, Exodus 32:2, Num. 12:1-8, Exodus 29 describes the process of cleansing and consecration conducted by Moses, c.f. Heb. 9:6-7
· Their sacrifices were regular and repeated, because their efficacy was limited and temporary, Heb. 9:6-10, 13, 25, 10:1-4.

· They offered animal sacrifices that could not atone for human sins, Heb. 9:6-10, 10:1-4, 11.
· 
They served in an earthly Tabernacle – a shadow of the real thing, Heb. 8:4-5, c.f. Exodus 25:40,  9:1-10, 
23-24. 



Jesus the Great High Priest 

· He was chosen and appointed by God, Matt. 12:18, Heb. 5:1-5. His appointment is superior, sealed with an oath, Heb.5:6, 10, 7:20-22. 
· He is holy, Heb. 4:15, 5:8-9, 7:26-27a, 10:5-7.
· He is “One of us”, our Brother, Heb. 2:5-18, 4:14-16, 5:1-2, 7-10, 10:5-7. 
· He was the Teacher par excellence, Matt. 4:23-25, 5:1-2, Mark 6:1-2, John 7:45-46, Luke 24:25-27, 45.
· He offered one perfect and eternal sacrifice, 7:27, 9:12, 14, 26b, 10:18.
· He offered Himself as the sacrifice, 5:6-10, 9:12, 
· He lives forever as the High Priest, Heb. 7:15-17, 24-28. 

· His ministry is in the immediate presence of God, Heb. 1:3, 4:14-16, 7:26, 8:1-2, 9:11-12, 10:23-28, 10:19-25, 12:2. 
· In Him the priest/laity distinction was abolished and all His people are consecrated as priests to God, Heb. 13:15, 1Pet. 2:9, Rev. 1:6.
The Priest after the order of Melchizedek (Malchi-Tzedek) "My King is righteous"

The High Priesthood of Jesus reaches back long before Moses, to Abraham, Genesis 14:18-20. 


He was the founding father of the nation of Israel and also the "father of all who believe", Rom. 4:16-17, Gal. 3:7-9. The coming of Jesus as Messiah and High Priest was not a consequence of "the failure of the Law". 


It was part of the eternal plan of God the Father. These few verses in Genesis contain that plan in a very compressed form, which would gradually be unpacked as the story unfolded. The Sinai Covenant did not super cede the Covenant with Abraham. It was a temporary measure to create a nation that would bring forth the Messiah, the Promised Seed, Gal. 3:15-18.


The offices of priest and king were kept strictly apart under the Sinai Covenant
· Priests were exclusively from the tribe of Levi

· Kings were from the tribe  of Judah (Saul was an initial exception - from Benjamin).
· Prophets were "wild and charismatic". They were non-hereditary and were appointed directly by God, Jeremiah 1:4-8,  Amos, 7:14-16. They could be from any tribe, from Levi (e.g. Jeremiah and Ezekiel), Judah (e.g. David) or neither, (e.g. Elijah, Amos ).
· Kings who usurped the office of priest were rejected and punished
- Saul, 1Sam. 13:8-14, Uzziah, 2Chron. 26:16-23.
· A prophetic sign of a priest who was crowned as king
Joshua the High Priest, Zech. 3:6-10, an obvious Messianic prophecy; note "...you shall also judge My house" v7, c.f. Deut 17:9 where the judge is a co-equal with the priest and Levite but separate from them. 

Joshua was crowned in a prophetic drama, Zech. 6:9-15. 

Note the use again of the Messianic title "The Branch" from the line of Judah/David, Isaiah 11:1--10, and also the "the tender plant, the root out of dry ground", the Suffering Servant who was sacrificed, 53:2.
Moses was a unique person who combined the two offices of priest and ruler but the Messiah would be superior to him in both respects, Heb. 3:1-6. 

Jesus combined both offices by direct divine appointment, Heb. 5:4-6:
· He fulfilled the ancient promise to Abraham, Hebrews 7:1-28
· God the Father undergirded His appointment by swearing an oath, Psalm 110:4, Heb 6:13 - 7:28.
· Jesus qualified for this double honour by His obedience in becoming the sacrifice for the sins of the world, Phil. 2:5-11, Heb. 2:5-18, 5:7-10.
The Lion of the tribe of Judah is none other than the Lamb that was slain, Rev.5
