The Church on Fire                             Filled with the Holy Spirit

Session 3 &4 (parts 1and 2)  Acts 2:43-4:30    The power of the Name of Jesus


What did the Church look shortly after the events of the Day of Pentecost? 2:42-47
It was rather like the family pattern seen in Luke 24:27-30, 40-49, and Acts1:3-5, & 14 – eating together, sharing life, learning, praying. 
There was a combination of smaller groups in homes and larger gatherings in the Temple where they continued to worship. They were not “Christians” but Jews who had recognized Jesus as the Promised Messiah of Israel.

They showed practical love for one another in material ways. There was unity and sincerity in their relationships.

There was a palpable sense of the awesome presence of God, also witnessed by continuing supernatural signs and wonders. This was combined with joy and worship.

People were impressed by all of this so that more and more were added to them, c.f. v41 – people who, like them, were “being saved” (note the present continuous tense), c.f. 21, 40. 
They were added to the existing community, not just becoming isolated believers. This was an essential part of their “being saved” from the perverse generation.
The emphasis is on relationship, not organisation, institution, or programmes. 

Their way of life was a spontaneous outgrowth of the new life they shared.

Most of chapters 3 & 4 are taken up by a description of one single miracle and the aftermath. 

We learned at the end of chapter 2 (v43) that many wonders and signs (attesting miracles) were taking place through the apostles (not just Peter). Why is this one singled out?
1) There are many links between these chapters and what took place on the day of Pentecost:
· A supernatural event (in the Temple) 3:1-9, c.f. 2:1-4
· A very public demonstration of the power of God 3:9-11, 4:16, c.f. 2:5-6, 33.
· Attributed to Jesus (of Nazareth) 3:6 & 4:10, c.f.. 2:22), 3:13, 16, 20, 4:18, 27, 30.
· The agents of the miracle were uneducated men 3:13 (Galileans 2:7.
· The Spirit-empowered confidence of the apostles 4:13, 19, 29, 31 c.f. 2:14 etc.
· Specific experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit 4:8 (“having just been filled …”), 
4:31 (accompanied 

by a physical manifestation), c.f. 2:3-4, 33.
· A response of worship 3:8-9, 4:22, c.f. 2:11b.
· A response of wonder and amazement 3:10-11, c.f. 2:6-7, 12 and attraction 3:11 c.f. 2:6.
· Some people were not pleased 4:15-16, 21, c.f. 2:13.
· Unity among the apostles and disciples 3:1, 4, 11-12, 4:2, 13, 23-24 c.f. 2:1, 4, 14.
· Emphasis on a life of prayer 3:1, 4:23-24 etc. c.f. 1:14, 24, Luke 24:53.
2) The links between the two sermons (and the sequel – Peter’s defense) are especially striking:
· An explanation of a supernatural event 3:12 c.f. 2:16 etc.
· Addressed to his own people 3:12-13, 17, 25-26, 4:8, 10-11, c.f. 2:14, 22.
· They are brothers 3:17 c.f. 2:29, despite what they have done to Jesus 3:22. The message is, first 
of all, for Israel – Jesus came as the Jewish Messiah 3:13, 20.
· The supernatural event is the direct consequence of the resurrection and glorification of Jesus 3:13, 15, 26, 4:2, 10, c.f. 2:24, 32-33 and demonstrates that He is the Author of Life (i.e. God) 3:15 and the Messiah 3:6, 18, 20, 4:10, c.f. 2:31, 36, 38.
· They are guilty of the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus 3:13-15, 4:10 c.f. 2:23, 36.
· They made use of the Gentiles 3:15, 4:25-26 c.f. 2:23.
· All that has happened was prophesied in the Scriptures 3:18, 22-25, 4:11-12, 25-26, c.f. 2:16-21, 
25-31, 34. It was the plan of God 3:18 etc. (also the prayer in 4:27-28) c.f. 2:23.
· The apostles are God’s authorized witnesses to these facts 3:15 c.f. 2:32.
· They are in a particular period of history bracketed by the ascension of Jesus and His return to restore all things 3:20b-21, c.f. 2:16-20 (“The great and glorious Day of the LORD”). The fact that Jesus has fulfilled 
the first part of the prophetic agenda is clear evidence that He will also fulfill the other part.
· Salvation is available to them through Jesus alone 4:12, c.f. 2:21, 40.
· The application is that they need to repent 3:19, 22-23, 26 c.f. 2:38, 40.
· If they repent God will pour out His blessing on them as well (times of refreshing, the Spirit) 3:19 c.f. 2:38b-39.
Thousands responded to the message 4:4 (5000) c.f. 2:41 (3000).

3) It documents the beginning of persecution.

The “honeymoon period” is over. The same pattern emerges as happened in the life of Jesus, John 15:20. They are on a collision course with the senior leaders of Israel who see the preaching and miracles as a threat to their own position, particularly as the apostles preach and heal in the Name of Jesus whom they had rejected and delivered to the Romans for crucifixion 4: 8-10.

The miracle 3:1-8
Peter and John were engaged in their normal everyday activity – going to pray in the Temple Luke 24:52-53, 2:46. 
The “Beautiful Gate” was an enormous double door at the top of steps up from the courtyard of the Temple area. It opened into another walled area, exclusive to the people of Israel, in front of the Holy Place (of sacrifice) and the Holy of Holies. 
Opposite the door at the other side of the courtyard was a walkway with a roof held up by massive stone pillars – Solomon’s portico v11.

Jesus and the apostles had frequently gone through that door and it seems that the man had been lying there every day for a long time 3:3. Why had he not been healed before? 
We do not know, but we do know that Jesus was sometimes selective in what He did. 
There are similarities to John 5, where Jesus healed one person at the pool of Bethesda although there were many who were chronically sick v1-2. 
The man He chose was unable to walk and had been ill for 38 years c.f. Acts 3:2, 4:22. Jesus’ explanation for this particular healing, on the Sabbath, was that His Father was working and so was He v17. He further explained His “modus operandi” in vv19-21 – Jesus only did what He saw the Father doing. He was led by the Holy Spirit (internal sight) and not simply by what he saw with His eyes. 
There is a further clue in John 9 where Jesus healed an adult man who had been blind from birth vv1-7. The blindness and the healing of this man at this stage of His life was “in order that the works of God might be displayed in him” v3-4. This does not sit well with our “man centered” worldview, but there it is!

It seems that the apostles and the man met on the way to the gate – he “was being carried along” v2, so they may have met on the large outer courtyard in front of the steps up to the Temple, in a very public space. 
The man is wasting no time beginning his normal practice of begging for alms. He “saw” Peter and John but it seems that he did not look at people’s faces – years of disability and poverty have left their mark on his self esteem c.f. Luke 18:35-33. Peter makes him look straight into his eyes – man to man v4-5. His hopes are raised – here is someone who notices him and treats him as a human being, and then comes a “bad news, good news, story” vv 6-7. 

It is important to note that the apostles had not enriched themselves through their power 2:33 and the social situation described in 2:32 and 34, and their position of trust 2:35-37.

Peter takes the initiative. He has come to the Temple to pray but he does not pray for the man. He acted in confidence in what he has received from God for this man – he literally seized the man by the hand and lifted him up! 
As he did so he proclaimed the authority of Jesus the Messiah. Peter is acting in His Name. 
He can use the Name of Jesus in this way because Jesus gave him authority to act on his behalf under the direct guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
We can only be agents for the miracles that God wants to do, c.f. Jesus in Luke 7:2-10, esp. v 8 “I also am a man under authority …” 

He was healed on the basis of faith in Jesus’ Name – whose faith, see v16 – presumably Peter’s faith. 
Faith of this kind is one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, 1Cor. 12:9, along with “effecting miracles/works of power” 12:10a. The reference is not to the faith common to all believers but a specific gift bestowed on some individuals 12:11 for the benefit of others.

At that instant the man experienced strength coming into his ankles. (Remember the healing of the woman with the bleeding problem, Luke 8:43-48; v46 tells us that Jesus was aware that power had gone out from Him). 
He responded by leaping to his feet and, finding he can stand, tests out his new mobility by alternately walking and jumping in the air, all the while praising God (presumably at the top of his voice). 

The consequence v9-10
Everyone knows him. It’s a really impressive spectacle, stopping them all in their tracks – the area inside the gate must have been sparsely attended that morning. (What if God intervened so powerfully that normal services had to take second place to supernatural activity!) 

The big question is “What has caused this - Who is responsible?” Maybe at that point this poor beggar begins to feel vulnerable – he was previously pretty much invisible to other people, so he runs to Peter and John for security v11. 
We need to be there to protect people in their vulnerability – he can’t cope with the situation yet and he probably doesn’t understand much about what has taken place. 
In proximity to Peter and John he begins to experience “Body Life” – being in a family whose members take care of one another and some times take the flack. 
It reminds us of Jesus and the blind man He healed in John 9; he didn’t know very much 9:25 and the leaders expelled him from the synagogue v34. Jesus found him and affirmed him in his new faith and situation 9:35-38.

Now they know who was involved and the crowd surrounds Peter and John – like in Acts 2.

The explanation v11-26

This follows the same pattern as in chapter 2. The event (in this case the miracle) is a demonstration of the fact that Jesus, the crucified One, is now risen and glorified v 13-16. This should not be a cause for surprise as it is entirely in keeping with, and in fulfillment of, the Scriptures v18, 22, 24. Jesus’ death was brought about by the hands of wicked people, Jews and Gentiles alike. 

In addition, there is the eyewitness evidence of the apostles, including Peter and John, who have everything to lose in the face of powerful and potentially hostile leaders. 
The application v19-26.

· They are guilty of a horrific crime. 

· They delivered up for crucifixion, the chosen Servant of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and their fathers, v13.

· They disowned the Servant of the LORD in the presence of Pilate. They denied their own Messiah, using a

Gentile to achieve their purposes, against his better judgement, v13-15a.

See Isaiah (42:1-9, 49:1-7, 50:4-11, and 52:13 – 53:12 for background of the title “My Servant” with reference to the Messiah). They preferred a murderer (Barabbas) to the Author of life – the Holy and Righteous One.

· They must repent and return to the God whose Servant they have so violently rejected v19. 
This is urgent because God has vindicated His Servant by raising and glorifying Him v15b, 26a.

Peter somewhat mitigates their crime by saying that they, and their leaders, acted in ignorance v17. 
Nevertheless they were not innocent, for they chose to ignore the abundant evidence provided by Jesus Himself. Ignorance can be due to hardness of heart, Eph. 4:18 and unbelief 1Tim.1:13.

· This will result in their sins being wiped away v19. God has not rejected them – they are the sons of the
prophets to whom God made the promises and sons of the Covenant that God made with their father Abraham, c.f. Romans 9:1-5, 10:1, 11:1-2, 11, 25-36. Jesus is God’s Messiah v18, and still the Messiah “appointed for them (Israel)” v20
· God’s desire is to bless them v23b-24. He has sent Jesus to them in the Person of the Holy Spirit, living in and working through the apostles, John 14:12, 18, 23. 
He will enable them to turn from the wicked ways that have blighted their lives. They too will experience “times of  refreshing from the Presence of the LORD” v19b – this is a clear reference to the Holy Spirit.
There are no grounds for anti-Semitism in the New Testament.

· Jesus will return to restore all things v20-21. God the Father will send Him back again in Person,  just as He left. This will complete the fulfillment of the ancient prophesies, the first installment of which has already 
taken place v18. 21b. Later New Testament Scriptures, such as Romans 8:18-25 and Rev. 21:1-7, & 22:1-5, confirm 
this.
· There will be serious consequences for those who continue in unbelief and disobedience v22-
23. Jesus is the Prophet of whom Moses spoke, Deut. 18:15, 18-19, c.f. Hebrews 12:25-29, Rev. 20:8, 21:11-15. 
So they need to repent.

The outcome 4:1-22
· Many believed and acted on Peter’s words 4:4
· The beginning of persecution 4:1-3
This was to set the pattern for the future. It was a circle.  

-
Preaching and miracles led to persecution, 5:14 with 5:17-18, & 40, and 6:7 with 6:8-
15 and 7:54-59.

-
Persecution led to more preaching and miracles, on a wider scale 8:1b-3 with 8: 4-8. 

The net effect was rapid growth of the church, (c.f. modern China). 

The subsequent conversion of Saul of Tarsus was a strategic factor in this, (8:1a with 9:1-6 and 15-16).  

Arrest  4:1-3
Peter and John had gone to the Temple at 3pm, Acts 3:1. At least three hours have now elapsed, 4:3, and they are still preaching 4:1. Obviously the recorded sermon is only a synopsis of a much longer talk, probably interspersed with questions and answers.

What upset the authorities? 
It was not the healing miracle per se but rather the implications that Peter had spelled out to the crowd in the very Temple that the Sadducees controlled – it was their place John 11:48, they were the “builders” 4:11. 
Peter had stated in the strongest possible language that the healing, in the Name of Jesus, demonstrated that He had been raised from the dead – after they had had Him crucified. 
The Sadducees two problems
· They did not believe in the resurrection of the dead at all. Luke 20:27-38. Jesus had publicly, in that very Temple, declared that they were “mistaken (quite wrong) knowing neither the Scriptures nor the power of God” Matt: 22:29. They were silenced for the time being Luke 20:39-40, but had their revenge in the death of Jesus. They thought that they had now been vindicated and had put the matter to rest.
· This particular resurrection (of Jesus) had practical implications for them, as those responsible for His death.  
The Trial 4:5-22
They were kept in jail overnight 4:3. Meanwhile 5000 new believers were returning to their homes to tell their friends and relations that Jesus is alive, 4:4.

The court consisted of the very same people who had tried and condemned Jesus, 4:5-6, c.f. Luke 22:66. Likewise, they are asking the accused to provide the evidence on which to condemn them, Luke 22:66b. This was illegal, Mark 14: 55-64, c.f. Deut. 17:6.

The issue was not the reality or otherwise of the miracle, but its source v7. They could not deny the facts c.f. v16, so they concentrate on the interpretation. They are trying to isolate the miracle itself from the threatening implications. They are not in pursuit of truth but of damage limitation, v17. (Does this sound all too familiar? People may be aware of a destination they do not wish to reach and concentrate on not getting there! 
Truth in the Bible has moral and practical consequences and is not just a matter of philosophical speculation. We need to realize this in discussion with unbelievers who claim that they are unbiased.)

So the question is “By what power … in what name?” There are strong theological overtones in this. Jewish people avoided direct use of the holy name of God and used alternatives such as “The Name (HaShem)” and “The Power” – even Jesus did this Matt. 26:64, Mark14:62. Luke’s version “The power of God” 22:69 is probably an interpretation of the title (Luke was writing to a Gentile, Theophilus Acts 1:1.

Peter answered this question in a very direct way v8-12. 

This required courage beyond his two earlier sermons. He found himself in the same threatening environment he was in a few months earlier, Luke 22:54-62, and when he had denied “The Name”. Jesus had prayed that his faith would not (finally) fail Luke 22:31-34. Peter has just spent a night in an uncomfortable environment and has had time to cool off from the “adrenaline rush” of the previous day. God now graciously gives him the opportunity to demonstrate his restored faith both to himself and to others.

How will he cope? 
Both Peter and John certainly impressed the court 4:13!

He is again filled with the Holy Spirit v8 “Having been just filled with the Holy Spirit”. This indicates that there are repeated and specific fillings of the Spirit, c.f. 4:31, sometimes “anointings” for particular occasions, c.f. Stephen 6:15. 
Peter was also strengthened by the words of Jesus, Luke 21:12-15. 

The miracle was accomplished in the Name of Jesus, the Messiah from Nazareth. This is both Peter’s conviction and is also a matter of historical fact 3:6 16. No other name or power was invoked, so why should any other name be considered to be involved? He gives Jesus a double title – Jesus the Nazarene, the man from Nazareth, emphasizing his full humanity. 
In other words He is the person they had confronted and rejected as Israel’s Messiah. He is, nevertheless the Messiah of Israel and God has made this clear by raising Him from the dead. 
They had not personally seen the risen Jesus but the man who had been healed is visible proof – verses 10 and 14 indicate that the man had been brought into the courtroom and was there as a piece of physical evidence. If Jesus was still dead and decomposing in a tomb somewhere there would be no power in His Name – hence “power” and “name” v7 are intimately linked, as they themselves had suggested.

Peter’s words are irrefutable so the rulers are in deep trouble. He now presses the issue home using a quotation from the Scriptures, Psalm 118:22. 

There are two reasons why this would increase their discomfort: 
· It is a Messianic Psalm. Verse 26 was the acclamation as Jesus rode into Jerusalem on “Palm Sunday” Luke 19:38. The Stone is a Messianic symbol, e.g. Daniel 2:31-35, Zech. 3:9-10 and the Psalm predicts that the “builders” (leaders of Israel) will reject Him but that God will make Him the cornerstone in His Temple, c.f. Eph. 2:19-22.
· Jesus also quoted it after telling the parable of the tenants in the vineyard Luke 20:9-18. They understood that in the parable they were the tenants and Jesus was the Son. On that occasion they had responded with murderous hatred of Jesus rather than seeing the opportunity to repent and were only prevented from this course by fear of public reaction, Mark 12:10-12. Peter’s words must therefore have been very pointed, designed to make sitting on the fence impossible. 

They were facing the same issue again, but now after their murderous intent had been translated into evil deed 3:26.

The conclusion of Peter’s statement to the court contains both threat and promise 4:12
· “No one else … no other Name … by which we must be saved”. They are shut up to this single option, which puts them in a very difficult position, given their past public attitude and behaviour.


      
       The apostle Paul later had to “eat humble pie”.
· There is salvation in Jesus the Messiah. He leaves the door open for them and uses inclusive language, just as he has used courteous language earlier, v8, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He does not mince his words but he does not use personal abuse. There is also a hint in Peter’s words of the ultimate spread of the Gospel to the Gentiles.

The verdict of the court v13-18

They had intended that the proceedings would conclude with a verdict and sentence that would silence the apostles and prevent any further trouble v17.
 This was highly irregular as the verdict and sentence are supposed to follow the evidence presented to the court and not precede it on the basis of prejudice or personal interest of the judges. 

They were prevented from doing so by several considerations that they discussed in private v15:
· The confidence and words of Peter and John unnerved them. They had an uncanny resemblance to Jesus who had always had the advantage over them in debate v13. It was not just superficial – copying His example - Jesus was in them by His Spirit
· The presence of “the evidence” v14
· The absence of any contrary evidence v21
· Fear of popular opinion and reaction v21

They were unwilling, for reasons of personal position, to accept the overwhelming evidence now available to them and sought for any way out that would smooth things over. 
Later, totally out of control, they would actually resort to “judicial murder” in the case of Stephen 7:54-60. 
There is a strong echo of a similar council meeting after the raising of Lazarus, John 11:47-53. In his case they wanted to kill Lazarus in order to eliminate the evidence, John 12:9-11.

Peter and John’s response v19-20

All that the leaders could do in the circumstances was to resort to “pulling rank” v17-18 and issuing threats v21. 
Peter and John are quite robust in their response v 20 and in the process they issue another challenge to the council to consider their ways v19. We are to obey authority, Romans 13:1-7, but there are limits. 
Peter and John established a permanent principle for citizens to follow.

The response of the church v23-30
The apostles had a “homing instinct” – back to the fellowship.

The fellowship also had an inbuilt response – prayer. 

What kind of prayer?
· United v24
· Worship to God the Creator v24 and Sovereign over His world v25-28
· Inspired by Scripture v25-26
· Faith in God for the present situation v29 “Now (as for the present situation)”.
· For the courage and ability to go on speaking God’s word in a hostile situation v29
· For continuation of supernatural signs of God’s presence v30
They did not pray that things would be easier for them or that they would not be persecuted. They intended to go on doing the very things that had caused trouble for Peter and John. They were united in this too. 

God’s response v31
Another outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

As in Acts 2 something dramatic and physical happened as the supernatural world invaded the world of sense and space and they were filled with the Spirit again. 
Clearly it is neither a quiet, unconscious experience, nor a single unrepeatable one with a uniform external manifestation. 

God enabled them to do what they asked for because they prayed in the will of God v29 & 31, c.f. John 16:23.

Two themes are prominent in these events

1) The Name. 

There is a link to 2:21. There an ancient prophecy was invoked, “… before the Great and Glorious Day of the LORD shall come … it shall be that everyone who calls on the Name of the LORD shall be saved”. 

“The LORD” in Joel’s prophecy clearly refered to the God of Israel, The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the One Who appeared to Moses at the burning bush. 

In his subsequent sermon Peter repeatedly refered to God as the One who was behind all the events in the death v23, resurrection v24 and 32, and exaltation of Jesus v30 and 33- 36, and the One Who released the gift of the Holy Spirit as a response to the obedience of Jesus v33. 

   People were eager to be saved v37, so the question that requires an answer is this “What does it mean for us to “call on the Name of the LORD”? 

The answer is clear “Repent … be baptized in the Name of Jesus the Messiah …” v38 and 41. 

Looking to Jesus for salvation is equivalent to looking to the LORD.


The second incident in the Temple made this even more explicit

Peter invoked the Name of Jesus as the power that will heal the man 3:6. 

Jesus the Nazarene is the Messiah who has been exalted to the place of power at the right hand of God (the Father) and proclaimed to be Lord 2:33 and 36, and the healing in His Name will now, immediately, demonstrate this fact; Peter loses no time in pressing home this conclusion 3:16. 

Jesus is thus revealed as the Servant of the LORD 3:13, the Holy and Righteous One, and the Author of life 3:14-15.



Having preached to a very receptive and friendly crowd 4:4, 21-22, Peter emphasizes the same point in 

the hostile and threatening environment of the council, having just spent the night in jail 4:7-10. 

He makes a startling accusation v10-11, and a bold assertion v10. 

Jesus – the man from Nazareth whom they had rejected and caused to be crucified – is the true Messiah of Israel v10. 


But that is not all. Salvation (the prerogative of the LORD) is to be found exclusively in His Name 4:12. 


Peter thus identifies Jesus with the LORD Himself 2:21. This contradicts the point of view that there are many ways to God and salvation. The Gospel is very intolerant, John 14:6, Galatians 1:6-9. 


As Gentiles we cannot really appreciate the radical nature of this in a Jewish context. It was dynamite – explosive. It was not only the Messiah they had rejected and crucified but God Himself in human flesh! 


There is still hope for them if they will repent 3:17. 


Peter knows that they have no inclination to do so, therefore he does not preach that message.


Their response. 


They command the apostles not to speak or teach any more (at all) to any man in the Name (on the basis of the Name) of Jesus v17-18. Contrast this with v12 – they refused the only possible means of salvation for themselves and would shut the doors to everyone else too, all to preserve their own position, Matt. 23:13. 


hey had no objection to healing itself, but the Name of Jesus was not to be mentioned.


The Name of Jesus is again invoked by the disciples, as they pray, 4: 30. 


They pray in a Jewish way and use “Hebrew parallelism”, very common in the Scriptures:


-
“You (God the Father) extend Your hand to heal”



-
“Signs and wonders take place through the Name of your Holy Servant (Child) Jesus”


There are many references in the Scriptures to the hand (or arm) of the LORD, usually acting in salvation or judgement, (often both at the same time) e.g. Exodus 3:20, 6:6-7, 7:5. It is a metaphor for God intervening in human affairs Exodus 8:19.

 In olden times God sometimes used a human being as His agent Exodus 4:2-7, 14:15-16, 21-22, 26-28. 

The full revelation of the “Arm of the LORD” came in Isaiah as the people cried for deliverance, Isaiah 51:9-10, and as God answered, 52:8-10. 


The mystery is finally unveiled in 53:1 – the Arm of  the LORD is the Suffering Servant, the Righteous One v11, exalted as the reward of His obedience 52:13, 53:12. 


Jesus explained that He cast out demons “by the finger of God” Luke 11:20. He was the “Arm of the LORD” stretched out into the world, energized by the Holy Spirit.




Jesus is the fulfillment of all the prophetic Scriptures – a man but much more than a man.
2) Restoration

Peter refered to “the restoration of all things” 3:21. 

The prophets often looked forward to the time of when God would come and inaugurate the age of peace and joy and righteousness and when the physical creation itself would be restored to its original perfection.

 Justice would be established, the wicked punished and the righteous vindicated, e.g. Isaiah 35 and 61, 65:17-25. This golden age still lies in the future and we might be tempted to wonder if it is not all an impossible dream. 

But, as Peter points out v18, these selfsame prophets also foretold the sufferings of the Messiah and have been vindicated by recent events e.g. Isaiah 53 – they are true prophets of God. We can, therefore, be confident that the other part of their prophecies will also be fulfilled. 

We live in the “Last Days”, Acts 2:17, 1Cor. 10:11, Heb. 9:26. 

This is the period between the exaltation of the Messiah, Luke 22:69, and His return as Judge, King, and restorer of all things Luke 21:25-27, 1Cor. 15:24-28, Rev. 5, 21:1-8, Rev. 22 etc. 

Full restoration is still future but the Kingdom has already broken in and there are signs of the age to come, Luke 11:20, 9:1-2, 6, 10:1, 8-9.  We have even now “tasted … the powers of the age to come” Heb. 6:5. 

· The Kingdom came when Jesus came, Luke 4:43. 

· The Kingdom did not vanish when He ascended, otherwise His teaching described in Acts 1:3 was to no purpose. 

· The Kingdom came in a visible and powerful way at Pentecost, Luke 9:27 and c.f. Mark 9:1. 

From time to time God has inserted signs of His purpose to make a New Heaven and a New Earth, Rev. 21:1 – events where the future becomes part of our present experience. 

· The conscious infilling and abiding presence of the Holy Spirit is partly for this purpose – He brings the atmosphere of Heaven, the very Presence of God into our souls as a foretaste and guarantee of our future and richer experience, Ephesians 1:13-14, 18 (note “sealed” – “guarantee/pledge”). Romans 5:2, 5 (note that our “hope of [future experience of] the glory of God” arises from our present experience of “the love of God being poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who has been given to us”, as He was given to the believers at Pentecost). 

· The reversal of some physical disability. Some times this happened at some critical moment in the history of the coming Kingdom and acted as a prophecy of God’s ultimate goal. 

The infertility of Abraham and Sarah, Gen. 17:15-17, Rom. 4:16-21, Heb. 11:11-12, and of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Luke 1:5-7, 20, 67-79, are striking examples couples by now too old to expect change. 

The expectation was that their physical powers would continue to decline towards death, with increasing old age. God used the reversal of their biological deterioration as a pointer to what He will one day do for the whole universe, Rom. 8:20-22.

The lame man in the Temple is in this category as well. His expectations for his life and future were much too small, Acts 3:2-3. His restoration, v7-8, was a foretaste of the time to come when “the lame will leap like a deer”, Isaiah 35:6. 

  Of course all of these people would all grow old and die – their restoration was temporary. 

So would Lazarus whom Jesus raised from the dead, John 11:43-44. Nevertheless his resurrection was a revelation of the glory of God in a broken world and was a demonstration that Jesus was not only a miracle worker but was in Himself “The Resurrection and the Life” v25-26, Acts 3:14. The effects of sin – death and decay v39 – can and will be reversed.
The resurrection of Jesus is the ultimate and permanent demonstration that disability and death and decay are not the final word on the Universe, Acts 2:24, 31, 3:15, 4:10.

His resurrection is the basis of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 2:33 and the power that healed the lame man, 3:16, 4:10. These act as witnesses to the coming resurrection day, 3:20, 1Cor. 15:20-28, 50-57. and the restoration of creation itself, Rom. 8:18-25. 
       The restoration of failed human beings 


Peter himself was a prime example of this. He had been involved, with the other apostles in a desire for personal position and celebrity and Jesus had had to correct them, Luke 22:24-27. 


A magnificent future did, in fact, lie ahead and they would exercise great authority, but first they must learn to be servants and to receive authority from Jesus, on His terms, rather than grasp for it. 


Peter was filled with self confidence v33 and was relying on his own wisdom, as expressed in Matt. 16:21-23. Jesus has explicitly stated that He is about to die, 22:15 and that this is in accordance with God’s will 22:22 (c.f. Peter’s subsequent understanding, Acts 2:23). 


Peter was determined, by any means, to prevent this happening, 22:38. We know that he used one of the swords, 22:49-50 (c.f. John 18:10-11 – Peter was the one). In doing so Peter fulfilled the Scripture (Isaiah 53:12) “He (the Messiah) was numbered with the transgressors” (Peter among them!). 


It is interesting that Jesus called him Simon rather than Peter. Simon was his old name (who he was by nature); Peter (Cephas) was his new name – his new identity and destiny. 


In the Bible, to name someone or something is to describing its nature and it also to emphasize the authority of the one giving the name (e.g. Gen. 2:19-20, 32:27-28). Peter was acting as Simon at this point and had thus made himself very vulnerable to the malign activity of Satan, Luke 22:31, c.f. Eph. 4:26-27. 


Satan would have his opportunity with Peter but Jesus would so protect him that something positive would result (a wiser and humbler Peter who would be better equipped to help others) 22:32. 

Peter illustrates the whole problem with the human race and the need for, and the means of, restoration – the ingredients of his failure are exactly the same as those that fuelled the first sin in Gen. 3 and the violent sequel in Gen. 4. 

The solution 
 “The Seed of the woman will bruise the serpent’s head” Gen. 3:15 - was about to happen.
There is a wonderful symmetry in God’s way of recovery. This is true on the large scale, Romans 5:12-21, 1Cor. 15:21-22, and sometimes also on the smaller canvas of our lives, (c.f. Jacob Gen. 27:18-27a, 29:21-30, and 48:1-20). 

Peter's failure took place in the context of the trial of Jesus before the High Priest and associated authority figures. He was relying on his own resources of courage, Luke 22:33 and cunning 22:54-55 but crashed in spectacular fashion, with his whole world and self image in tatters 22:56-62.

Peter’s recovery was vividly illustrated to himself and to everyone else (John, in particular, was there on the former occasion as well, John 18:15-18).

Now he stands in full view of the authorities and takes his place as a follower of Jesus – even quoting the same Scripture that had so offended them when they heard it from the lips of Jesus, 4:11.

He courageously accuses them of complicity in the death of the Messiah, the only source of salvation, Acts 4:8-12. He bluntly refuses to compromise his witness to Jesus, 4:18-19. 

Peter was not perfect. On a later occasion his old problem, fear of people, caused him to act in a wrong way, Galatians 2:11-14. But this was a blip, an incident, in the life of someone who had been radically changed, restored. Peter was not yet perfected, as described in Luke 22:28-30, but the process was well underway. His reflection and advice as an older man are interesting in this context, 2Peter 1:1-11. 

All varieties of restoration in this “in-between age” are substantial but not yet complete.
5000 new believers experienced spiritual restoration 4:4 – sins blotted out, the refreshing presence of the Holy Spirit 3:19 as if Jesus Himself was present with them 3:26 , understanding of the Scriptures 3:18, 21-22, 24-25, God’s blessing as He leads them into a new life of holiness 4:19, and anticipation of the return of the Messiah Jesus to complete the process 3:20-21. 

They became part of a restored community of love and life, expressed in generous attitude and action 4:32-36. They did not merely have an experience of the grace of God but it was the dynamic that motivated and empowered the whole community – God’s presence among them, 4:33b – and note “for” at the beginning of v34. 

The formerly lame man was, of course, also part of this community – a witness to the grace and power of God. His practical needs were met and his dignity restored as he was welcomed and embraced by the others. 

Restoration involves relationship 

“It is not good for man to be alone” Gen.2:18a, “God sets the solitary in families” Psalm 68:6.

Some did not welcome restoration – they preferred the status quo.

We do not know how many rejected the evidence and refused the offer.  The response was largely positive, 4:4 and 21.

One group was highly opposed, 4:1-3, 5-6, 17-18, 21. 

The reality of the miracle paled into insignificance as they considered the threat to their own position of privilege and power, c.f. John 11:47-50. They had closed their minds to the existence of the supernatural world and had gradually lost the faculty of spiritual sight – the Bible speaks of a judicial blindness, a hardening of the heart, Isaiah 6:8-10, John 12:35-41, John 9:39-41. 

The promise of restoration has a penalty clause “Every soul that does not heed that Prophet (Messiah) shall be utterly destroyed from among the people” 3:23. Salvation is unavailable other than in Jesus, 2:21, 4:12, God’s appointed Servant 3:26. 

The rulers are represented by the family of the rich man in Jesus’ parable, Luke 16:27-31. They refused to receive the teaching of Moses, John 5:39-47, preferring the honour of men. 

Even the resurrection of Lazarus did not change them, John 11:47-50, 57 and 12:10-11, nor the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus.

If they will not turn from their wicked ways they will perish at “the Great and Glorious Day of the LORD” 2:20b.
For reflection and discussion
1. What does it mean to pray or speak in the Name of Jesus?

2. What does the restoration of all things mean?

3. Peter said that the suffering of Jesus, as the prophets had predicted, had serious implications and gave a command, 3:19 c.f. 2:38. How does this compare with current approaches to evangelism?

4. The early church seemed to form community spontaneously, appropriate to their particular context. What would be the appropriate approach in ours (yours)?

5. What can we learn from their approach to prayer - both in times of quiet and in crisis situations?

6. Do you expect to be filled with the Holy Spirit over and over again?
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