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Session 9 A Tale of Two Cities – Babylon (1) 
 
Babel Genesis 11: 1-9  
 
V1 One language (lip)    “Words one” i.e. unity 
V2 They found a place to settle - a flat plain in Mesopotamia.  C.f. 1:28, 9:1. They were supposed to spread out. 
V3 They agree on their methods and technology – a typical human approach to problem solving but this will ultimately 
prove inadequate. 
Brick and bitumen compared to stone and mortar - man made products compare unfavourably with ‘natural’ as used in 
Israel. Man’s work is always inferior to God’s and also temporary. 
 
V4 “Let us build for ourselves …”  c.f. 3:5, 6:1-4 - Self sufficient and self serving humanist agenda. 
To heaven - God’s abode (Babel “the gate of god”); probably astrology is intended rather than an infinite skyscraper.  
Let us make a name for ourselves c.f. 4:26, 12:2, 2 Sam. 7:9. Only God makes a name for Himself! - Isaiah 63:12, 14.  
God gives us our identity. 
 
V5 is the turning point. God comes down to inspect this mighty tower! There is irony here - the great enterprise (to reach 
heaven) is so small from His point of view that He is pictured coming down to see what on earth it is, c.f. Isaiah 40:22, 
Psalm 113:6. Man in his pride is simply ridiculous – think of the “great ones” who parade the earth for a few years. 
 
V6 their fear is that they will be scattered. Human enterprise requires social cohesion, and this depends on 
communication and the ability to mould the thoughts and values of populations – corporate loyalty, national pride.  
Speech, a gift of God, unique to human creatures, is now being used to promote independence from God – c.f.  Hosea 2:8. 
They have their own agenda – power, rather than authority exercised on behalf of God the Creator. 
 
God’s concern - nothing will be withheld from them - c.f. 3:22. “Since … now”.  
Absolute power is the prerogative of God alone - Job 42:2 - the only other use of this verb.  
Pilate was ignorant of this basic fact, John 18: 36-38, 19: 10-11.  
Gen. 3 was about individual independence. Now we see the same sin at a corporate level, within a society.         
 
V7 God’s inspection leads to judgement and action. 
Unlimited power divorced from God will lead to total disaster – c.f. Daniel’s visions of the ferocious wild beasts 
(Empires), 7: 1-8. God acts to limit the damage. 
 
V8 The very thing that they fear happens. They are living in fantasy land - we cannot protect ourselves against God. 
Psalm 139, John 11:47-48. Their plans are frustrated and they are scattered - c.f. 2:24, 4:15. 
God judges the culture by confusing the communications. Speech was the way he brought cosmos out of chaos in Gen. 
1. Now they are in a communications chaos - just as they moved from Eden to a wilderness and as the flood reproduced 
physical chaos.  
Human pride is humbled - they cannot even speak to one another c.f. v3. 
 
V9 This is the conclusion - “Therefore its name was called Babel” 
The ‘Gate of god’ has become confusion - folly.  Mankind seeking to be independent of God ends in futility setting. See 
Ecclesiastes - all is vanity if only done ‘under the sun’. The monument to human ingenuity has to be abandoned, unfinished. 
 
   The tale of two cities - Babylon and Jerusalem 
 
 Babylon (Heb. Babel) represents independence and pride and rebellion, especially in terms of organized human 
activity, often persecuting the people of the other city.  
 
Babylon becomes a name for mankind in rebellion against God and his kingdom – c.f. Gen. 11:4. 
Pride Isaiah 14:3-4, 13-15, Daniel 4:28-30, Wickedness Zech. 5:5-11.  
Persecution of God’s people 2Kings 24 & 25, Isaiah 14:4-8. 
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Babylon was a particular city in the Middle East. The physical city was destroyed and has never bee rebuilt but the “spirit 
of Babylon” has lived on in the other great empires and world powers that have risen in succession to take its place, and 
which have manifested the same attitudes and behaviour.  
 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, Daniel 2, was about four successive empires, the same ones that figured in Daniel’s visions in 
the form of four wild beasts, chapters 7 and 8 - Babylon, Medio-Persia, Greece, and Rome.  
 
The “4th Beast” that initially symbolizes Rome is also a picture of world power at the end of the age when the spirit 
of Babylon comes to its ultimate expression. The same symbolism recurs in Revelation 13, 14:9-11 and 19:11-21 where 
the character and the fate of the “beast” are described. Rev. 17-18 describes the same thing under the name “Babylon” – it is 
all part and parcel of the same thing. 
 
The spirit of Babylon has been active throughout history in all the great world empires. The beasts are empires, 
political power in the hands of ruthless leaders, demanding conformity to their vision of world order. Dissidents have no 
place and are to be persecuted and exterminated.  
Religion is used as a tool of power. Revelation 13 describes life in a world that is the very essence of Babylon – the 
beast imagery is taken from Daniel. 
 
By the end of the age it has become the world city described in Rev. 17-18. In is the ultimate expression of the nature of 
Babylon.  
 
How has this come about? Communications! We are described as living in a “Global Village” as a result of air travel, 
radio, television, telephones, and the World Wide Web. This results in common ideas, culture, “heroes”, and the possibility 
of control. It allows the dissemination of philosophies and ideologies across national boundaries.  
Nations band together for security and the economic self-interest that under girds power – e.g. the European Union 
(whose motif is the Tower of Babel!).  
The United Nations tries to act as a sort of world government, arbitrator in international affairs. Its agenda is often in 
conflict with God’s, especially in relation to Israel. The United States acts as a world super power and is falling into the 
same trap. 
 
The Bible speaks of a man who will finally emerge as a leader that the world will follow – the ultimate “king” of 
Babylon. Probably he will seem to be the answer to confusion and chaos, c.f. Hitler in the chaos of the inter war years..  

 
- Paul refers to him in 2Thess. 2:1-12 as the “man of lawlessness” or the “lawless one” “displaying himself as 

being God” c.f. Gen. 3:5. He will have miraculous powers, conferred by Satan, “deceiving, if possible, even 
the elect”, Matt. 24:23-24. 

- John refers to him as “Antichrist”, 1John 2:18-24. The spirit of antichrist has always been present but it will 
be focused in one person, c.f. Matt. 24:21-26. 

 
Babylon was destroyed in a single night Isaiah 13:17-22, suddenly Isaiah 21:1-10, 47:1-15, Daniel 5:25-30. 
Jeremiah 50-51 is a striking example of the many prophecies about this. 
Belshazzar had defied and dishonoured God in spite of the warning example judgement on Nebuchadnezzar for his pride 
and arrogance 5:18-23 and the judgement was now swift and complete. 
 
Revelation 17:1 - 19:6 describes the final destruction of Babylon and the rejoicing of God’s people. 
Note the links to Genesis – nations 18:3, reached to heaven, remembered 5, fruit longed for14, deception 23, music and 
crafts 22, marriage 20:2,10, 23, 20, 24, murder  19:2, immorality 18:3, 9, sudden judgement 8,10,17, sword of judgement 
19:15, the serpent 20:2, 10, a mark on the forehead 19:20, 20:4. 
 
 
 
 


