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Session 8 Chaos, Corruption, and Judgement 
 
  The legacy of the first sin unfolds 
 
Cain and Abel 4: 1-15 

 
- Cain is not the promised seed 1-2 
- Pride and anger and violence 3-8 
- Insolence and denial of relationship 9 
- The curse is increased 10-14, c.f. 3:23 – “from the ground” 
- Another act of mercy, limiting the effect of the curse 14-15 
 

The life and generations of Cain 4:16-24 
 
- Life continues, Enoch (not the same person as 5:19) 
- Cain originates “city life”, Bedouin lifestyle, and  “the arts” (music and artifacts) 
- Polygamy, violence and “human rights”, 24 c.f. 15 

 
Adam and Seth 4:25-5:27  

 
- Another seed 4:25 
- Calling upon (by) the name of the LORD 26 
- A reminder of the loss 5:1-2 
- A son “in his own likeness” 3 
- Longevity but the refrain “and he died”, 5, 8, 11, 14, 17, 20, 27, and 31 
- A startling exception – Enoch 21-24. Why? See Heb. 11:5, Jude 14-15. 
- A prophetic son – Methuselah 21, 27. “When he dies it (?he) will come”. C.f. Luke 2: 25-32. 
- Another prophetic son – Noah (“Comfort”) 28-29. ? The Seed who will reverse the curse.  

 
Noah 5:28-9:29 
 
The tragic deterioration in human society, 6:1-7, 11-12. 
Evil has become universal. It preoccupies thought and leads to extreme forms of behaviour. 
 
The snake deceived the woman and the man chose her rather than God.  
Now the agents of the snake (sons of God = angels, see Job 1:6, 2:1, 38:7) choose female humans as their consorts, 
presumably with the compliance of their male relations. Man’s place at the head of the created order on earth has been 
supplanted, c.f. Luke 4:5-8 where Jesus behaves as Adam should have done in Gen. 3. 
 
When Jesus refers to this time and the judgement that ensued He does not highlight the gross wickedness, familiar to 
his hearers, but to the fact that people were getting on with life and ignoring the God who made them and on whom 
their lives depended (Luke 17: 26-27 – see also the reference to Sodom v28-30). This is the essence of sin. Probably many 
were “ordinary decent citizens” who got on with their own lives – “live and let live is what I say!” 
 
The “Seed” is endangered by the admixture with the seed of the woman, 3:15. Remember that this statement was made 
to the snake and proclaimed his ultimate doom – see also Rev. Chapter 12. 
The outcome was power rather than holiness 4 – “Nephillim” means “fallen ones”, “giborim” means “mighty men” – 
they were not necessarily giants but they had superhuman abilities “supermen”. There have been other attempts to build a 
super race devoid of moral restraints. 
 
God responded by catastrophe and a further weakening of human life, 13 and 3 – He is omnipotent and the source of 
all life. Human arrogance is pitiful in the face of the Creator God. 
 
He also judged the corrupt angels – 2Peter 2:4-5, 1Peter 3:18-20 (Jesus proclaims His victory to those who tried to 
interfere with the seed). Jude 6 seems to be a reference to the same angels, now awaiting final judgement.  
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Noah was not the hoped-for Seed (Messiah) but he was a righteous man, a man of integrity who walked with God (like 
Enoch). God had a different role for Noah – 6:18-20, c.f. Joseph Gen. 50:20-21 - he, also, was a means of “comfort”.  
Noah was a man of faith and a preacher of righteousness to the world 2Peter 2:5. His life and his obedience to God 
spoke to a generation that would not hear but were left without excuse, “… by which he condemned the world” Heb. 11:7. 
 
 
The seed often seems to hang by a thread, but the thread never breaks.  
The link is always a faithful person and the grace of God 8. 
 
We do not have time to follow the details of the flood story – see other notes and recordings. Our quest is the Seed. 
 
Noah’s curse and blessing 9:20-28 
 
- Three lines of human development – Shem, Ham and Japheth, 18-19. 
- Noah’s shame 20-21The greatest people are flawed too. 
- Ham’s reaction 22, 24.  There is ambiguity but, at least, he was adding to his father’s disgrace 
- The prophetic curse on Canaan 25.  
- The prophetic blessings on Shem and on Japheth in relationship to Shem 26-27 
 
This is very difficult for us to understand but it is a regular feature in the Torah – Abraham and his sons 25:1-11, Isaac 
27:27-29, 39-40, 28:1-4, Jacob 48:14-20, 49:1-27 and c.f. 24:30 & 35:22, Balaam Numbers 23-24, Moses Deut. 32-33.  
 
Prophetic words described the future course of history and yet individuals retained the power to choose and were 
responsible for the outcome of the choice e.g. Rahab, Ruth.  
 
Japheth 10:2-5 representing the gentile nations, would only find blessing in “the tents of Shem” – c.f. Gen 12:3, Isaiah 
56:1-8 – mostly nations to the NE and NW of Israel and along the coasts. 
 
Ham’s sons 6-20 
 
Cush gave rise to the great empires of Mesopotamia that would dramatically affect future Israel, including Babylon and 
Assyria.  Abraham (descendent of Seth) would forsake that area at the call of God in order to be the transmitter of the 
promised Seed. 
 
Mizraim is mainly Egypt and also the source of the Philistines 
 
Canaan’s descendents would populate the future land of Israel, until their cup of wickedness filled up 15:16  
 
 Shem 21-31. His descendents also populated Mesopotamia. The climax of this line is Abraham.  
 
A summary of the sons born to Noah is followed by information about nations being scattered, v32. 
The immediate cause of the scattering will be explained in chapter 11. 
 
NT application of the Flood incident. 

 
- The state of the world will be similar at the end of the age, 2Peter 2:1-3:13 (note 2:2-3, 5, 9-10, 13b-14, 18-

19,  3:3-4, 7. 
- People will be surprised despite the warnings, 2Peter 3:3-4, 8-10, Luke 17: 26-27. 
- The ark is a picture of salvation 1Peter 3:20, Heb. 11:7, and God’s patience with sinners, 2Peter 3:9. 
- The flood is a picture of baptism (upside down!), 1Peter 3: 20-21. Noah was separated form the existing 

world by means of water, 2Peter 3:5-6. In baptism we die to the world (the whole system of life outside of the 
rule of God) and rise in a new world, in relationship to a new King 1Peter 3:21b-22  

 
 

 
 


