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Session 32 The Covenant with Abraham – The Land Part 3 
 

PASSOVER, UNLEAVENED BREAD, and FIRSTFRUITS 
 
Heb.  Pesach  (overleap) Exodus 12:12-13 

“when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt”.  
 
Threefold significance 
 
1) Harvest (alternative name Abib = ‘sprouting’  ‘green ears’) 
Leviticus 23:10-11 " … bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so 
it will be accepted on your behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath.”  
Exodus 23:14-16 "…Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I 
commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in that month you came out of Egypt...”No one is 
to appear before me empty-handed. 16"Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field. 
 
2) History 
Exodus 12:17 "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out 
of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come.”  
 
3)  Prophecy 
1 Cor. 10:16 “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of  
Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?”  
1 Cor. 5:7 “Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast - as you really are. For Christ, our Passover 
lamb, has been sacrificed.”  
 
When?   14th- 21st Nisan  
 
The first month – Nisan Exodus 12:1-2 “The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt,  “This month is to be for you the 
first month, the first month of your year”.”  
Exodus 12:6 Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must 
slaughter them at twilight.  
Leviticus 23:5 The LORD'S Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month.  
Numbers 9:3-5 Celebrate it at the appointed time, at twilight on the fourteenth day of this month, in accordance with all its 
rules and regulations." 4So Moses told the Israelites to celebrate the Passover, 5and they did so in the Desert of Sinai at 
twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month. The Israelites did everything just as the LORD commanded Moses.  
Deut. 16: 6 “… in the evening, when the sun goes down, on the anniversary of your departure from Egypt.  

 
Where?   Jerusalem 
 
Deut. 16:2 “Sacrifice as the Passover to the LORD your God an animal from your flock or herd at the place the LORD will 
choose as a dwelling for his Name”.  
Deut. 16:5-6 “You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town the LORD your God gives you except in the place he will 
choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you must sacrifice the Passover …”.  

 
Who?    Adult males, clean, within 15 miles of Jerusalem 
 
Deut. 16:16 “Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD 
empty-handed:”  
 
Others were welcome - women, children, pilgrims  
– note the practice of Mary and Joseph, Luke 2:41 “Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 
Passover”; they were pious, observant Jews 
 
Josephus  estimated that 2,500,000 -3,000,000 attended the feast. 
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Obligation - To appear before the Lord with: 

  
- Presence         with a burnt offering 
- Chagigah        peace (fellowship) offering (on 15th Nisan) 
- Joyousness      as God had blessed 

 
Exodus 23:15 "Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without yeast, ….No one is to 
appear before me empty-handed.”  
 
Deut. 16:16-17 “No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: Each of you must bring a gift in proportion 
to the way the LORD your God has blessed you”.  
 
Preparations 
 
Graves Matthew 23:27 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, 
which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside is full of dead men's bones and everything unclean.  
 
Purification John 11:55 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, many went up from the country to Jerusalem for 
their ceremonial cleansing before the Passover.  
 
Leaven searched for and destroyed (13th Nisan).  Zeph. 1:12  “At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps and punish 
those who are complacent…” 
 
Lamb selected   
Exodus 12:3-5 “Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb for his 
family, one for each household. …The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take 
them from the sheep or the goats”.  
 
Lamb sacrificed (after the regular evening sacrifice) 
Exodus 12:6 “Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Israel must 
slaughter them at twilight”. 
Deut. 16:6 “… in the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you must sacrifice the Passover in the evening, 
when the sun goes down, on the anniversary of your departure from Egypt”.  
 
The ‘Hallel’ (Psalms113-118) were sung in the Temple during this process. 

 
Elements in the Passover 
 
The people – A family occasion, festive garments, reclining after the manner of free men.  
John 13:23-25 “ One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this 
disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means." Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?"  

 
Haggadah  (showing forth) - Exodus 13:8  “On that day tell (show) your son, “I do this because of what the LORD did for 
me when I came out of Egypt.””  
 
Lamb - Roasted, whole, pure  
 
Unleavened bread (Matzot) - 3 loaves 
 
Bitter herbs 
Exodus 12:8-10 “That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made 
without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire-head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave 
any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it”. 
 
Wine - joy in deliverance; red, mixed with water. 
We drink four times during the meal and we remember GOD'S four promises to Moses (Moshe), Exodus 6:6-7. 
 
Seder (the order) - structured but flexible 



 The Message of the Old Testament 

 Roy Millar 3 

 
Cup 1 (Sanctification)    
“I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians” 
 
The Paschal Supper itself commenced by the head of  the company taking the first cup of wine in his hand, and  
giving thanks over it in these words 
 
“Blessed art Thou, Adonai our God, who hast created the fruit of the vine. Blessed art Thou, Adonai our God, King of 
the Universe, who hast chosen us from among all people, and exalted us from among all languages, and sanctified us with 
Thy commandments And Thou hast given us, 0 Adonai our God, In love, the solemn days for joy, and the festivals and 
appointed seasons for gladness; and this the day of the feast of unleavened bread, the season of our freedom, a holy 
convocation, the memorial of our departure from Egypt.  
For us hast Thou chosen; and us hast Thou sanctified from among all nations and Thy holy festivals with joy and with 
gladness hast Thou caused us to inherit. Blessed art Thou, 0 Adonai, who sanctifiest Israel and the appointed seasons. 
Blessed art Thou, Adonai, King of the Universe, who hast preserved us alive and sustained us and brought us to this season" 
 

Luke 22:17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you.  
 
Washing “Blessed art Thou, Adonai our God, who hast sanctified us with Thy commandments and hast enjoined us 
concerning the washing of our hands”. 
 In the Seder only the leader washes his hands as a sign that he is a fit person to conduct the ceremonies, Psalm 24:1. 
 
 Jesus used it as a lesson, John 13:5 “After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.”  
 
Bitter herbs – parsley representing Hyssop, Exodus 12:22 and salt water representing tears. 
 
Matzot – pierced and striped, Isaiah 53:5, Zech. 12:10.  
Three are wrapped together; the middle one is broken (bread of affliction) and part is hidden. 
 
Son’s four questions  
Why is this night different from all other nights -  Matzah, Bitter herbs, Dipping twice, Reclining? 
 
Preliminary answer (includes) 
  
Deut. 26:5-9 “Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: "My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down 
into Egypt with a few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. But the Egyptians 
mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labour. Then we cried out to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the 
LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil and oppression. So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. He brought us to this place and gave us 
this land, a land flowing with milk and honey;  
 
Lamb, bread, herbs explained  Exodus 13:8  “On that day tell (show) your son, “I do this because of what the LORD did 
for me when I came out of Egypt.” 

 
Cup 2 Forthtelling (Haggadah)  
"I will free you from being slaves" 
 
Thanksgiving for the bread 
Cup filled but not yet drunk 
The four questions by the youngest son – unleavened bread, bitter herbs, dipping twice, reclining? 
 
The story of the Exodus is recounted and drops of wine spilled to represent the plagues 
Psalms 113 and 114 are said or sung 
The second cup is drunk 
 
Washing & Prayer 
 
This time everyone washes hands 
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The four questions are answered 

 
1) Matzah – haste/ leaven symbolic of sin. All eat Matzah. 
 
2) Maror (bitter herbs Num. 9:11 – horse radish is used) - The bitterness/tears of slavery. All dip their piece of 

Matzah and eat, Matt.14:18-20 “… one who is dipping into the dish with me” 
 
 

3) Dipping twice – All again dip a piece of Matzah in (clay colour/hope) and eat. 
 
4)  Reclining – “Once we were slaves but now we are free” Matt. 11:28. 

 
 
A sandwich (Hillel’s sandwich”) of two pieces of Matzah with bitter herbs dipped in bitter herbs and charoseth. The 
leader gives his sandwich (the sop) to the person of his choice.  
 John 13:25-30 “Leaning back against Jesus, he (John) asked him, "Lord, who is it?" Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom 
I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas 
Iscariot, son of Simon. … As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night”. 
 
The Meal 
 
In the days of Jesus this was roast lamb with bread and herbs (lamb is no longer eaten as the temple is no longer 
available for sacrifice). 
 
Table talk would have consisted of John 14-16 

 
The Afikomen (Dessert) 
 
The hidden piece of Matzah is found and each person eats a piece – probably the bread used in Luke 22:19. It now 
takes the place of the Paschal lamb – no longer sacrificed. The middle Matzah represents Jesus, the second Person in 
the Trinity. 
 
North African Jews interpret it as representing the coming Messiah and share it with friends and neighbours. 
Cup 3 Blessing  
"I will redeem you with an outstretched arm" 
 
Mark 14:23-25 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it. "This is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many," he said to them. "I tell you the truth; I will not drink again of the fruit of the 
vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God."  
1 Cor. 10:16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the 
bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ?  
 
Cup 4  Praise 
 
 Grace – Perhaps John 17  
"I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.  
Psalms 115-118 are sung 
 
Blessing of the song - “All Thy works shall praise Thee, Adonai our God. And Thy saints the righteous who do Thy good 
pleasure and all Thy people the house of Israel with joyous song let them praise and bless and magnify and glorify and exalt 
and reverence and sanctify and ascribe the kingdom to Thy name, O our King. For it is good to praise Thee and pleasure to 
sing praises unto Thy Name for from everlasting to everlasting Thou art God.” 
 
They go out Mark 14:26 “When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives”.  
John 18:1 “When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On the other side 
there was an olive grove, and he and his disciples went into it”.  
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Subsequent events (within 18 hours) 
 
Gethsemane (the olive press) 
 
Arrest and ‘trials’ (five) all night and early morning  
(Note the priests’ concern for purity John 18:28 “Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman 
governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted 
to be able to eat the Passover.” This probably refers to the obligatory Chagigah of the 15th Nisan.) 
 
Crucifixion (9am - 3pm) 
Temple curtain torn 3pm as evening sacrifice offered 
Burial before sunset on 15th Nisan 
 
The offering of the first sheaf Leviticus 23:10-11, 15-16  

 
"Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you enter the land I am going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring 

to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest. He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your 
behalf; the priest is to wave it on the day after the Sabbath. (i.e. the special Sabbath of Passover day) … “From the day 
after the Sabbath, the day you brought the sheaf of the wave offering, count off seven full weeks. Count off fifty days up to 
the day after the seventh Sabbath and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD.”  
 
This was harvested as Jesus was being taken for burial and offered next day in the temple just before his 
resurrection.  He is the Firstfruits of resurrection life, 1Cor. 15:20-23, Acts 26:23, Col.1:18, Rev. 1:5. We, in turn, are 
the first fruits of the new creation, James 1:18, Rom. 8:19-23. 
 
First Fruits started the countdown to Pentecost! Leviticus 23:15-16 
 
Resurrection early on 17th Nisan (probably our Saturday evening) 
 
The promise at Passover was fulfilled at Pentecost - the two feasts are bound up together.  
“When the Day of Pentecost was being fulfilled (lit.) …” Acts 2:1, c.f. Acts 2:32-33, John 7: 35-37, Gal. 3:13-14, and Eph. 
1:13-14. 
 
The death and resurrection of the Messiah Jesus was the direct cause of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost. The same gift, in an experiential sense as well as a doctrinal/historical sense, is 
available to all those who are justified and made right with God through His death and resurrection.   
As we recall with gratitude what He suffered for us and His victory over death let us also seek a personal 
Pentecost and a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church. 
 


