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Session 27 A Great Name The Covenant with Abraham: David Part 1 

 
God had promised Moses and Israel “My presence shall go with you and I will give you rest”, Exodus 33:14.  
A time would come when they would be settled in the Promised Land and when they would have rest from their enemies.  
 
God would then reveal the place that He would choose as the dwelling place for His Name and they would come and 
worship Him there, Deut. 12:4-14 – see v10-13. 
 
Joshua brought rest, Josh. 21:43-45, 23:1. His name is interesting – Moses changed it from Hosea (Salvation) to Joshua 
(The LORD is Salvation). However, the rest was temporary because of the peoples’ sin, Judges 2:6-23.  
 
Successive Judges restored rest for varying periods of time, 3:9-11, 3:30, 5:31b, 8:28 but the story of the book of 
Judges ends in chaos, 21:25 (read the last few chapters).  
 
Into the midst of all this turmoil, sin, rebellion, disorder, and famine – restlessness – comes the story of Ruth. 
 
Boaz married Ruth and had a son called Obed. The neighbours’ prayers that the names of both Boaz and Obed would be 
famous, Ruth 4:11b-17, were wonderfully answered; David was the grandson of Obed. 
 
When the LORD had given David rest on every side from all his enemies (1Sam. 7:1), David had the idea of building a 
permanent House (temple, palace) for God v2-3. Nathan the prophet had to contradict this plan, v5-7 and 12-13. 
 
However, God made it the occasion to give far-reaching promises to David – v8-17, including this, “I will make you a 
great name, like the names of the great men who are on the earth”.  
 
“The LORD will make a house for you … I will establish your seed after you … I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever … your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever and your throne shall be 
established forever” v11b-13, 16. 
 
David prefigured the Messianic King – Jesus.   
He, (and Solomon in the earlier part of his reign), is a picture of the Messianic reign of peace and rest from all enemies. 
 
In times of trouble the people of Israel called on God to “remember David”, Psalm 132 – see v1 and 10. They did so on 
the basis of God’s sworn promise to David and David’s passion for the glory of God.  
When God seemed to have revoked the covenant, Psalm 89:38-39, they still clung to those promises and their belief in 
God’s faithfulness, v49, c.f. v3-4. 

David’s name is to be great because it is associated with the Messianic Kingdom, eventually revealed when Jesus 
came. He expresses it in his last psalm (72 – see v20). It is directed towards Solomon but goes far beyond that – see esp. 
v17 “May His Name endure forever … “ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


