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Session 25 A Great Name – The Covenant with Abraham: Moses Part 4 
 
It is a tragedy when we continue with religious practices and symbols while unaware that the glory of God has, often 
quietly, departed. It happens after a spiritual awakening, personal or corporate, when we cease to behold the face of the Lord 
and carry on with the programme, trusting in religious ritual and activity. Ethical laxity and moral decay often set in as well.  
 
This happened in Israel in the days of Eli and his sons, “…The (prophetic) word of the LORD was rare in those days, 
visions were infrequent” 1Sam. 3:1 reflected in Eli’s physical condition, “His eyesight had begun to grow dim”, v2. It was 
associated with moral decay 2: 12-17 and failure in leadership 2: 22-25 and complacency, 3:18 when God spoke of Judgement, 
3:11-18. 
 
Despite all of this the people, including Hophni and Phineas, looked to the symbols of religion to save them in the crisis, 4: 
1-5, initially unsettling the superstitious Philistines, 4:5-8. The enemy then had more insight than Israel, 4: 9-10, c.f. v3, and 
brushed aside the Israelite army, 4: 10-11, that trusted in outward symbols that reminded them of past glory, 4: 4. 
The news of defeat reached Eli – described as “heavy” (“cavod” - same word as “glory”) – and he died, 4:18. They called his 
newborn grandson “Ichabod” – “no glory” because the Ark had been captured, 4: 21.  

Actually the glory had departed long before and they had been oblivious of the true situation.  

 
Mary and Joseph found themselves in a similar situation, Luke 2:41-49.  
They were unaware that Jesus was not with the, supposing Him to be in the group traveling away from Jerusalem, v43-44. In 
fact, every step was taking them farther and farther from where He was – in His Father’s House where the glory was meant to 
dwell, v49. 

 
Ezekiel, in a vision, saw the glory of the LORD depart from the Temple, Ezekiel 10: 1, 4, 18-19, 11: 22-23. 
In a later vision Ezekiel saw the glory return to a new temple, 43: 1-5. Nothing comparable to this happened in the rebuilt 
temple after the return of the exiles.  
 
Haggai prophesied, 2: 5-9, that God would fill the House with His glory, by the Spirit dwelling in their midst. It had always 
been His purpose, v5,  – to bring them to Himself, Exodus 19: 4-6; that is why He told them to build the Tabernacle, Exodus 
25: 8, and what Moses had pleaded for, 33: 12-23. 
 
How was it to come about?  
 
During the period of “silence” between Malachi and Matthew many considered that the Holy Spirit had departed from Israel – 
c.f. 1Samuel 3: 1.  
 
Isaiah had prophesied that someone would come to prepare the way for the Lord and then the glory of the Lord would be 
revealed, 40: 1-5.  
 
Malachi prophesied that the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to His Temple 3: 1 – after the coming of “My 
messenger to clear the way before Him”. 
 
The return of the glory was signaled by the appearance of the angels to the shepherds, “and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them – and they were terribly frightened”.  Close proximity to the presence of God is awesome – “How can we dwell 
with the eternal fire?” – and yet He calls us to remain and says “Do not be afraid!”  c.f. Luke  5: 8. If we do not know both 
sides of that we have missed something about God. 
 
When Simeon held the infant Jesus in his arms he recognized that the Glory had returned, Luke 2: 28-32.  
 
We have seen that Jesus’ body was like the veil in the Temple – it shielded people’s eyes from the glory that would have 
overwhelmed them.  
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On the mountain of Transfiguration the veil was pulled back, Luke 9: 28-32,  
 
Moses was there along with Elijah. Moses was the unique prophet who foreshadowed Jesus.  
Elijah was the prophet who had seen fire come down from heaven and who foreshadowed John the Baptist, the one who 
prepared the way for Jesus. 
This is the full revelation of what Moses, in a limited way, saw in Exodus 34.  
 
Moses saw the glory but Jesus radiated the glory of God out from within His being. 
 
The Transfiguration remained a defining moment for John, “We beheld His glory”, John 1:14, and Peter, 2Peter 1:16-18. 
(James was one of the first martyrs, Acts 12: 1-2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


