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Session 23 A Great Name – The Covenant with Abraham: Moses Part 2 
 
Builder of the Tabernacle, the dwelling place of God  
 
a)   Six and a half chapters of Exodus, 25-31a, are taken up with the plans for construction of the sanctuary. Almost six 
more, 35-40, are taken up with the account of the construction, making a total of 30% of the entire book.  
 
This means it is a very important topic. Moses was entrusted with the detailed plans, 25:40, c.f. Heb.8:5.  
Heb. 8:5 tells us that the sanctuary/tabernacle (v2) served as a copy and shadow of the heavenly things – therefore 
Moses had to be careful to follow the detailed instructions. 
 
The whole point was that God purposed to dwell among His people, 25:8 “in their midst”. God did not want to live in a 
tent – it was a device to allow Him to dwell, in His holiness, in the midst of His people. Moses was entrusted with the 
project. 
 
Moses constructed the Tabernacle; Jesus was the Tabernacle of God. “The Word became flesh and “tabernacled” 
among us”, John 1:14. The veil that concealed the Holy of Holies from human eyes is a symbol of the flesh, human body, of 
Jesus – “Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail incarnate Deity”. 
 
In His human body people could come near and touch Him without being consumed, 1John 1: 1-2.  
The rending of His flesh in death was mirrored in the tearing of the veil in the temple, Matt. 27:51, and this proclaimed 
open access to God, Heb. 10: 19-20. 
 
b)   The true dwelling place of God is His people – described as His house.  
 
Moses was a faithful steward in God’s house, Heb.3:2, 5. It was a demanding role Num. 11:10-15, and sometimes he was 
challenged by the people he loved, Num. 12:2, 14:1-4, 16:1-3. 
 
Jesus was the Builder and the Son of the Builder and Owner of the house, Heb. 3:1-6. The same idea is expressed in the 
parable of the vineyard, Luke 20:9-18. Jesus is described as the High Priest over the house of God, Heb. 10:21, and c.f. 1Tim. 
3:15 and 1Pet. 4:17. 
 
Unique Prophet 
 
Moses was in a class of his own as a prophet; revelation was given to him “mouth to mouth” and “he saw the form of 
the LORD” Num. 12:5-8. It was linked to his humility, v3, and his faithfulness, v7, but rooted in the sovereignty of God, v8. 
 
His words were accompanied by spectacular miracles even though he sometimes felt weak and inadequate, Exodus 3:11, 
4:10-13, and at the end of his tether, Num. 11: 10-13. 
 
Some of these miracles were signs of the Messiah c.f. John 5:45-47:  
 
– Passover, Ex. 12:1-32 c.f. John 19: 36 and Ex. 12:46, Matt. 26: 19, 26-29, 1Cor. 5:7-8. 
 
– Manna, Ex. 16, John 6: 30-35, 47-58, 1Cor. 10:3. 
 
– Water Ex. 17:5-6, John 7:35-37, 1Cor. 10:4. 
 
– The snake on the pole Num. 21:4-9, John 3: 14-15. (Centuries later it was destroyed, 2Kings 18:4 – a sign of Messiah 

had become an idol; take warning!) 
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Moses prophesied that God would raise up in Israel another prophet of the same kind, Deut. 18:15-19, “Like me” v15. 
Peoples’ responses to him would have serious consequences, v19. 
 
The Gospel of John portrays Jesus as “The Prophet like Moses” – a clear reference to this Scripture, 1:25, 45, 6:14, 
7:40 and c.f. Acts 7:37. John connects Jesus with Moses in other ways, 1:17, 7:21-24, 8: 1-11 (v5), 9: 27-30 + the 
references above.  
 
Moses was eager to share his prophetic anointing with others, Num. 11:16-17, 24-30 – see v29.  
He laid his hands on Joshua to carry on the journey, and Joshua was filled with the Spirit of wisdom, Deut. 34:9. 
 
 
The purpose and outcome of Jesus life was to do the same, but in a much broader way, Mark 1: 6-11, Acts 2: 16-18, 38, 
11: 15-18, Gal. 3: 13-14. As a consequence of what Jesus accomplished we live in the age of the Spirit, Acts 2: 33. 
 
In John 6 Jesus presented Himself as the One who has gone far beyond Moses and warned of the dangers to those who 
would reject Him, v52-53.  Heb. 3: 1-6 makes the same point the remainder chapters 3 and 4 are a solemn reminder of 
the wilderness wanderings and the current danger of rejecting God’s call to follow Jesus, who is greater than Moses. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


