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Session 22 A Great Name – The Covenant with Abraham: Moses Part 1 
 
Abraham is famous because of his seed 
 
“Let us now praise famous men…” Ecclesiasticus 44:1 - Abraham 44:19-23; David 47:2-13; Moses 45:1-6.  
Abraham, Moses, and David are the three towering figures of the OT. Each was unique in personality and role. God 
made each of them great in name and reputation. 
 
Three individuals are highlighted in the genealogy in Matthew 1:1-17 – Abraham v2, David v6, and Jesus v16. 
In each case God spoke about their names. We have considered Abraham’s personal reputation; the full significance 
of his life is revealed in being the ancestor of David and Jesus. 
 
But first we need to consider a man of unique reputation, a towering figure among the peaks of the OT story – 
Moses. 
 
Abraham was the friend of God.  
David was God’s anointed, a man after God’s own heart.  
Moses was the man of God (Psalm 90 introduction), the servant of the LORD, (Joshua 1:1-2). 
 
Moses 
 
The promise of “a great name” passes from Abraham to Moses and David to its climax in Jesus. He brings to 
perfection all that was partially and imperfectly portrayed in their lives. Their lives were prophetic of Him and a window 
through which to see His glory. 
 
His experience as a baby, delivered from the murderous intent of a tyrannical king through the action of godly 
parents, mirrors the early life of Jesus, Exodus 1:22, 2:1-10, c.f. Matt. 2: 13-14, Heb. 11:23. 
 
My Servant 
 
What is a servant? A servant is the agent of another person, to carry out that person’s wishes and agenda. Moses was a 
servant par excellence, God’s faithful agent in the world, Heb. 3:5 – the servant of the LORD.  
 
He was described as being “very humble/meek, more than any man who was on the face of the earth” Num. 12: 3. No 
doubt it was a consequence of his experiences and his encounters with God – he did not compare himself with others but 
knew his true identity and “size” before the face of God.  
 
Jesus is described in a similar way, Matt. 11: 25-30; note how He addresses the Father; c.f. Matt. 21:5. 
Neither Moses and Jesus feared the opinions of people – that’s the other side of true humility; gentleness combined with 
strength and courage 

 
-    In order to become the servant he had first of all to become a disciple. Initially he acted with good motivation, 

  Heb. 11: 24-26, but on his own initiative and faced disaster, Exodus 2: 11-15. He had (like Jacob) to discover his 
  own weakness, Exodus 3: 11, and God’s presence and power v12, and follow instructions according to God’s 
  agenda – 40 years lie between Heb. 11: 26 and 27. Meekness contains the idea of being teachable.  

              
   As a young man, he had barged ahead in his own wisdom; nevertheless it revealed a radical choice for God and 
             His people that would be fundamental to his future life as a servant. Failure of the sort is not final. He learned 
  obedience in the painful circumstances of his life in the wilderness. When God’s call eventually came 40 years 
  later he was a more humble man, aware of his own inadequacy, Exodus 3: 1- 4: 23. At this critical point there was 
  a fresh demand for total loyalty and obedience, Exodus 4: 24-26, (c.f. Jacob Gen. 35: 1-4). 
  
- Isaiah portrays Jesus as the Servant of the LORD. Chapter 42: 1-6 and 50: 4-5 describe the preparation of the 

 Servant as a disciple, learning to listen. That was the secret of Jesus’ life, John 4: 34, 5: 19-20, 17: 4, 8. Hebrews 5: 
 9 tells us the “…He learned (practical) obedience through the things that He suffered”. 

 
-   
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- Moses functioned as the “Arm of the LORD”, Exodus 3:20, 7:5 and c.f. 4: 2-4, 9:22-23, 10:12-15, 14: 15-16,  
 21-22, 26-27. Jesus did the same, Isaiah 53:1, Mark 1: 40-42, Luke 11:20 (lit. “finger of God”). 
 
 
Moses was rejected by his own people, Exodus 2: 11-14, Num. 14: 1-4; this included other prominent people in the nation, 
Num. 16: 1-4, and even his own family, Num.12: 1-2.  
This was true of Jesus as well, Isaiah 53: 3, John 1: 11, 6: 66, 7: 47-48, 19: 15, John 7: 5, Mark 3: 20-21. 
The servant has to accept unpopularity as part of the package, Gal. 1: 10. Whose agenda are you serving? 
 
Intercessor 
 
Not long after Israel left Egypt they came under attack by Amalek, a people who would be an implacable enemy in the 
coming centuries. In their own strength Israel was no match. The outcome of the battle depended on the intercession of 
Moses high up on the mountain, Exodus 17: 8-16. 
Aaron is the “model” of high priest but Moses had a unique position in relation to God. Aaron served Moses, Exodus 4: 15-16. 
 
Peter found himself in a similar situation, Luke 22:31-34. Jesus said “…but I have prayed for you”.  
His prayer in John 17 focuses on His disciples, aware of the dangers that face them and their need of protection and their 
perseverance in truth and holiness and unity, and that they will experience joy and the Father’s love and have revelation 
of the glory of God, vv 6-26. 
 
Hebrews 4: 16-18 describes Jesus as “a great high priest” who can bring us to the throne of grace to obtain grace and 
mercy in our time of weakness and need.  
 
Mediator 
 
Moses was the channel of communication between God and Israel, Exodus 19: 3-8, 20-22, 20: 18-22 – note “…thus you 
shall say to the sons of Israel”. He brought the revelation of God’s word and purpose for them, Exodus 32: 15-16. “The Law 
was given through Moses”, John 1:17a. We need to take care how we interpret this – it is not a negative statement.  
“Grace and truth were realized through Jesus the Messiah”, 17b is a continuation, not a contrast. 
 
Jesus is “the Mediator of a better Covenant”, Heb. 8:6. Through Him it becomes available to us. 
Jesus revealed the Father in a way that went far beyond Moses – “The Word became flesh…” John 1:14, 14:7-10, 17:6. 
 
Advocate 
 
On a n umber of occasions Moses pleaded with God on behalf of a sinful and rebellious people – he stood between them 
and disaster, Exodus 32: 30-35, 33: 1-3, 12-17, Deut. 9:12-21 even involving Aaron, v20,  and Miriam Num. 12:1-2, 9-15 – 
note v13.  
Moses could take on this role because on the one hand he identified himself with the sinful people, Exodus 32:31-32 and on 
the other with the glory and holiness of God, 32: 19-29, Num. 14:11-20. 
 
Jesus is our advocate with the Father, 1John 2:1-2. Moses offered to die with his people; Jesus died for His people. It is in 
that sense that Jesus is the Mediator of the New Covenant, inaugurated by His sacrifice, the shedding of His blood, Heb. 9: 14-
16, 12: 24. “He is a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God to make atonement for the sins of the 
people” Heb. 2:17 – like Moses He reaches out in both directions, c.f. Romans 3:26. 
 
 

 


