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Session 21 A Great Name - The Covenant with Abraham: Abraham Part 2 

 
C) Note the central position of the statement in Gen. 12:2-3. 
 
 God said to Abraham “I will bless you … will make your name great …so that you will be a blessing”. 

  His name will be made great (fame, reputation) as a consequence of God’s blessing and with a view to blessing others. 
 V3b continues the theme of blessing “…and in you all the families of the earth will be blessed (or will bless themselves,       
win a blessing for themselves)”. 
 
Each of these translations includes a truth: 
Gal. 3:13-14 – the blessing come to us through the seed of Abraham, Jesus. 
Gal. 3:6-9 – the blessing comes as we follow the example of Abraham, i.e. faith. They are described as following in 
Abraham’s footsteps, Rom. 4:12 and exercising the same kind of faith, v16. He is a pioneer, a role model and inspirational 
person. His reputation (story) will encourage others to follow the same path in relationship with God. 

 
This teaching has important implications: 
 
- What are my reasons/motives for seeking a prominent place in leadership, 3John 9?   
- Am I content to wait for God to give me whatever place He chooses for me? (Remember the attitude of David to 
 Saul, 1Sam.24: 1-7).  
- Do I recognize why God has put me in the position I am in – to serve His purposes and bless others?  
 
 
Abraham is sometimes considered to be the first Gentile proselyte  - he came from paganism in response to the call of 
the one true God, Acts 7:2-5. His reputation (story) will encourage others to follow the same path.   

 

God addresses eunuchs who have no name (because they have no descendents), Isaiah 56:3b, and who, along with 
foreigners,  (see Deut. 23:1-6) are unable to draw near to God, Isaiah 56:3a.  

They are invited to come near, Isaiah 56:4-8. This is fulfilled through the work of the Messiah, Mark 11:17, Acts 8:26-39, 
9:15.  

Jesus recognized the significance of the faith of the centurion, Matt. 8:1-13 – see v10-11. Note, “… recline at table 
(dine) with Abraham …” Abraham is portrayed as a highly honoured guest at the banquet. Note also the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus, Luke 16:19-31.  

God described Abraham as His friend – this was an unusual honour, Isaiah 41:8, consequent on his faithful obedience, 
James 2:21-24. Jesus said the same about His followers, John 15:14.  

Pilate preferred to be Caesar’s friend John 19:12, and so, apparently, did the Jewish leaders, v15.  

We all want to have a good name and reputation, who is the audience? 

God reminded His people of their origins in Abraham and Sarah when He wanted to call them into a fresh experience 
of His blessing – the example of Abraham is still relevant because God has not changed in His attitude or action, Isaiah 
51:1-8 – see v1-2. 

In times of crisis Israel’s leaders successfully called on God to remember His covenant relationship, Exodus 32:11-14, 
and friendship, 2Chron. 20:1-30 – see v7, with Abraham.  

However, this kind of appeal counted for nothing if they were not willing to respond to God as Abraham did.  

The “sons of the kingdom”, Matt. 8:12, have a physical relationship to Abraham but the primary requirement is a heart 
relationship (faith). 

John the Baptiser made the same point, Matt. 3:9-10 and Jesus said it very bluntly to the leaders of Israel, John 8:31-46. 

  
God said that Abraham would be the father of a multitude of nations, Gen. 17:4. This was fulfilled in a physical sense 
through Isaac 17:19, Ishmael 17:20, 25:12-18 and Esau 36:10-43. Abraham had other sons, 25:1-6, and their descendents 
settled in surrounding areas. Abraham is, therefore, famous as the forefather of Israel and the Arab peoples.   


