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Session 19 The Covenant with Abraham – The Seed Part 3 (concluded) 

 
 Joseph was sent ahead to Egypt to preserve life, including the seed, Gen. 41:53-54, 42:1-2, 43:1-2, 50:19-20. His 

actions not only preserve the seed but also the nations, fulfilling the promise to Abraham in Gen. 12: 1-3, 15:13-16, c.f. 
46:1-27. 

 
The attack continued in subsequent generations but was repelled by God’s overarching promise and protection:  

 
Pharaoh was the first to attempt mass murder of the seed - Ex. 1:15-16. God protected it. 1:17, 2:1-10. 
 
He demonstrated two common methods to destroy the existence or distinctiveness of the seed, Ex:1: 

 
- Genocide 
- Assimilation 

 
He trapped the people in a tight corner at the Red Sea. God delivered them by His Presence (the cloud) and by 
means of a miracle, Ex. 14. 

 
 The Amalekites were the next to try, Ex. at a vulnerable moment, 17:8-16. It was a spiritual battle, won through 

prayer. They symbolize unceasing war between the two spiritual kingdoms, as in Eph. 6. 
 
Haman, an Agagite (ruling Amakekite title (Num. 24:7, 1Sam. 15:32) tried to destroy the Israelite exiles in 
Persia, Esther 3.  
 
Saul repeatedly tried to kill David, the ancestor of Jesus, 1Sam. 18:10-15, provoked by an evil spirit. 
 
Ataliah, the wicked queen, tried to kill all the royal seed but baby Joash was preserved, 2Chron. 22, and she 
was overthrown.  
 

Most of these were external threats. 
 

Internal threats were more sinister.  
 
These took the form of idolatry, giving rise to the risk of total destruction, 
Exodus 32-33, Numbers 25 and c.f. Rev. 2: 14. For this sin above all others Israel and Judah were exiled and the 
kingship was removed, Hosea 3: 4-5, Ezek. 21: 26-27.  
 
The seed was preserved in obscurity for hundreds of years until the birth of Jesus. 
 
Balaam’s external attack was frustrated – he could only bless, Num. 22-24. 
The internal attack was more serious – Num. 25 and c.f. 2Peter 2:15-16, Jude v11 and Rev. 2:14. 
Usually the solution comes in the form of a completely loyal person who sees the danger – Phineas, c.f. Psalm 106: 
28-31. He was justified on the basis of his action, c.f. Gen. 15:6, James 2:18-26. 

 
Idolatry was Israel’s great weakness, with disastrous consequences – division of the nation and exile. 

Isaiah was given a solemn message. The “tree” of the house of David was cut down and burned, but the holy seed 
remained in the stump, Isaiah 6:13. Subsequent chapters contain the famous “child prophecies”.  Is. 11: 1 commences, 
“Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse and a branch from his roots will bear fruit …”  
The nation would be like a tree cut down and burned – but the holy seed would be in the stump, 6:11. (In chapter 11 
Assyria, likened to a forest, would be completely destroyed).  
 
In the next five chapters the message contains a strong emphasis on “the child” – see esp. 11:I and c.f. Rev. 22:16 
where Jesus referred to Himself as “The root and the offspring of David” Rev. 22: 16. 
 
The royal line fell into obscurity but the seed was preserved in an obscure place (Nazareth) in poor people (Joseph and 
Mary). 
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Herod was the next agent of external attack, Matt. 2. His character fitted him for the role. 

The attack backfired – Jesus symbolically became the “new Moses” leading a new Exodus, Matt. 2:15 and c.f. Hosea 
11:1. 

 

Rev. 12 reveals all of this in a picture. 

The woman is not an individual, v1-2. The woman is Israel in idealized form, Isaiah 37:22, S of S 6:10, chiefly the 
believing remnant, Rom. 11:1-6, Gal 6:16, John 8:39.  

Sarah was the first stage, Isaiah 51:2 and Mary the last, Luke 1:26-38. 

The dragon has seven heads, ten horns, and seven diadems, v3.  

His identity is given in v9 – the serpent, satan, the devil. 

It is essential to use biblical tools when interpreting symbols. In this case Daniel 7 and Rev. 13 give us the basis for 
understanding. 

 Heads - Empires 

 Horns - Power 

 Crowns - Rulers 

 

The “beasts” of Daniel 7 and Rev. 13 have the same characteristics as the dragon and are energized by the dragon as 
his agents. They are political/religious power blocks – the visible outworking of his invisible presence. 

 

The clash of the kingdoms is power versus truth, crystallized in the encounter between Jesus and Pilate, John 18:36-
38, 19:10-11. 

 Rev. 5 reveals Jesus as the slain Lamb, obedient unto death, now with symbolic horns of power as a reward of his 
vulnerability and obedience. 

The stars are rebellious angels, v4 and c.f. Rev. 1:20 – the principalities and powers of Eph. 6. 

The dragon waits to devour the child at birth. The child is identified as the Messianic King, Psalm 2. Herod is the 
obvious agent here. 

The child’s biography is very shortened – John knows we can fill in the rest. 

The dragon is thrown down to the earth v7-9. Events in heaven are a consequence of events on earth, Luke 10:18 – 
Jesus sees the authority of the 70 over demons as a prophecy of the authority of His whole church over the powers of 
darkness, Matt. 16: 18, consequent on His death and resurrection. He has been on His final journey to Jerusalem since 
the Transfiguration in chapter 9, c.f. John 12:31 and Col.2:15.  

Heaven is well rid of the dragon but his activity on earth is intensified, v12, c.f. Eph. 2:1-2. 

The Seed, Jesus, is beyond his reach so he attacks the woman, v13, and her seed, v17. 

Who are the targets of his venom? V17 

 

- The woman:  Israel   “Who keep the commandments of God” 
- Her seed:  The Church “Who hold to the testimony of Jesus”   

 

a) Israel: 

- The Covenant still holds, Romans 9-11. 
- They will return to the Land, Isaiah 11:11-12. 
- The Messiah will return to the Land of Israel, Zech. 14:3-4. 
- Israel will recognize her Messiah, Zech. 12:10, Rom. 11:11-32. 
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The return of Jesus, leading to the final end of satan and his kingdom, is also intertwined with the destiny of the land 
and the people of Israel. Anti-Semitism is satanic in origin and energy and is deeply embedded in the human psyche.  

 
It is a sad fact that anti-Semitism has flourished most often in “Christian” cultures; it is also a feature of Islam and 
Communism. We will return to this subject later. 

 
b) The Church: God’s strategy to establish His Kingdom, Matt. 16:18, Acts 1:6-8.   

 

The dragon’s threefold strategy and God’s effective weapons 

 

1) Accusation 
 

V10 - This is pictured in Zech. 3.  

V11 -“They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb” The accusation is out of date! 2Cor. 6:9-11. 

The picture is from the Passover lamb – sheltered by the blood. 

 
2) Deception (lies) 

 

V9 He is the deceiver, the father of lies, John 8:44 

V11 “They overcame him by the word of their testimony”. 

This refers to our testimony to the truth, the reality of God and His world, and to the Person of Jesus. It is a 
question of loyalty in an environment that is hostile to the truth. 

Jesus is “the faithful witness” Rev.1:5.  

He testified the good confession before Pontius Pilate, 1Tim. 6:13, “to bear witness to the truth” John 18:37. 

Our witness is to the Person of Jesus, Son of God, Saviour and Lord, The Way and the Truth and the Life, in the face 
of all competition. Secularism and Islam, coming from opposite directions are currently the chief contenders. 

 

3) Violence 
 

V12 “The dragon has come down in great wrath”. V17 “He was enraged with the woman”. 

V13 “He persecuted the woman”. V 15 He sought to drown her with a flood. 

V 17 “He went off to make war with rest of her offspring” 

 

The child is beyond his reach but He is persecuted by proxy – more than that for there is only one Seed, Gal. 3:16, and 
all His people are in that one Seed, v29. Saul discovered that, Acts 9:4. In that encounter Jesus set Saul free from 
captivity to satan’s lies, Eph. 4:8 and 11 and c.f. Psalm 68:18 and laid hold upon him for a new purpose, Phil. 3:10-
12. 

The irresistible weapon of the people of God is that “They did not love their lives unto death” v11.  

The reference to 1260 days, v6, and “a time and times and half a time” (3 and a half years), v14 links to Rev. 13:5 and 
Daniel 7:25, 12: 11-12 (the periods are probably symbolic rather than exact). It sets a limit on the intense persecution 
(authority is given by God for a specific period, Rev. 13:5). 
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The 4th beast in Daniel appears to be a prophecy of the last great persecuting empire, 7:7-8 because it is 
immediately followed by the final judgement, 9-14. Vv 15-28 give the explanation of the vision.  

This final empire was in a series of unknown number – we now know some of their names and the tyrants who ruled 
them. 

In Revelation John describes persecution in a way that would fit with any period in history - for him it was Imperial 
Rome. The end times will be more of the same but with greatly increased intensity. 

Daniel sees the final empire foreshadowed in the person of a Greek ruler, Antiochus the 3rd, Epiphanes, 8:9-14. 
His oppression of Judah lasted approximately three and a half years from 167-164 BCE; the story is recorded in 
Maccabees and the re-dedication of the Temple is celebrated at the feast of Hanukah (Dedication, Lights), John 10:22.  

There were many martyrs “who did not love their lives unto death”.  

In chapter 6:9-11 John sees the martyrs crying out for vindication. It will come  - God is holy. The same was true of 
Jesus as He suffered, 1Peter 2:21-23. 

There is justice at the heart of the Universe. 

 

Some will die as martyrs but in the midst of it all God continues to protect, 12:6, 13-16. 

 

- The wings of an eagle. This is a motif for God, Gen. 1:2, Exod. 19:4, Deut. 32:10-11. This is 
different – she is given the wings, c.f. Isaiah 40:31. God is not only with and for His people; 
He is one with them, c.f. only one seed, Gal.3 (see above). 

 
- The weapon of the flood fails. Satan can only copy God, Gen. 7:17. God promised that no 

further flood would cause total destruction, Gen. 9:15. The Covenant with Noah, valid for 
Jews and Gentiles, is still in force. The imagery of flood is not to be taken literally – it is a 
motif of an attempt at destruction and it will fail. 

 

The earth itself comes to the aid of the woman and her seed – although the devil is “the god 
of the world” by permission of misguided humans, 2Cor. 4:4, “The earth is still the LORD’s and 
everything in it, Psalm 24:1 (a psalm of the ascension of the Messiah). 

 

Many of our brothers and sisters are in the fires of persecution at the present time – by those of Communist, 
Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist and even Orthodox Jewish persuasions where they have power to do so. There is 
probably more persecution than at any time in history and there will be more before the end. 

 

John was given this Revelation as an encouragement – The Lamb has overcome and all will ultimately know 
His victory. There will be a new heaven and a new earth wherein righteousness dwells and the glory of the LORD 
will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, Hab. 2:14.  

 

Revelation has been summed up in two words – “Jesus wins!” 

 
 

 


