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Session 17 The Covenant with Abraham – The Seed Part 2 
 
The seed in ante-deluvian times 
 
The key to understanding what is taking place in the pre-flood world is as an attack mounted on the seed in order to 
corrupt it – see 2Peter 2: 4-5 and Jude 6-7 (note the comparison to Sodom and Gomorrah - immorality/strange flesh, in this 
case the union of fallen angels and humans).  
“Sons of God”, as a generic term, in the OT is only used of angels, Job 1: 6, 2: 1, and 38: 7.  
“Daughters of men” is a generic term for women.  
The outcome, significantly, is power, not truth Gen. 6: 4. They were “supermen” but corrupt (“Nephilim” means 
“fallen ones”) – their intelligence and strength were in the service of evil.  
Gen. 6: 1-5 is difficult to interpret mainly because it runs so counter to our naturalistic world view.  
The Biblical world view is quite at ease with physical interactions between the, usually invisible, sphere of God, angels and 
demons (principalities and powers) and this world. 
 
 
Several stories in Genesis relate to the “seed theme”. 
 

- Simeon and Levi risk the safety of the seed Gen. 34 – note the conclusion, v31. 
- Reuben has intercourse with Bilhah, Jacob’s concubine wife, the servant of Rachel, 35:22 c.f. 29: 29, 30: 1-8. 

It was a gross offence and perhaps a challenge to Jacob’s status as head of the family, c.f. 2Sam. 12: 7-8, 16: 
20-23. 

- Judah has twin sons via his deceased son’s wife, Gen. 38. The importance of transmission of the seed, for the 
purposes of inheritance of the land and preservation of name, gave rise to the practice of “levirate marriages”, 
Deut. 25: 5-7, Ruth 4: 5; note Gen. 38: 27-30 and Ruth 4: 18-22. 

 
 
These are important because they determine the way in which the “seed story” unfolds in subsequent generations 
and show the interaction between divine purpose and human behaviour (c.f. Esau and Jacob).  
They come together in the final words of Jacob concerning his sons, Gen. 49: 1-12; he speaks as a prophet, Heb. 11: 21.  
 

- Joseph receives the birthright of the first born son, 1Chron. 5: 1-2, via his two sons Ephraim and Manasseh 
Gen. 48. Note the terms of the blessing v15-16 and v22 and c.f. Deut. 33:13-17, Once again the younger son is 
given the senior status, Gen 48: 12-14 and 20.  
This relates to the extent of his inheritance in the land of Israel. We will consider the promise about the 
land on a later occasion. 

 
- Judah is given pre-eminence among his brothers, Gen. 49: 8-12, Deut. 33:7, 1Chron. 5: 2. The consequence 

of this is that the leader, the king will come from the seed of Judah, Gen. 49: 10.  
The focus of the seed promise has now narrowed to one line of descent. Jewish commentators interpret this 
verse in Gen. 49 as a prophecy of Messiah – “until he comes whose right it is (the scepter/ruler’s staff).  
This is confirmed in Ezek. 21: 25-27 – in response to their unfaithfulness God is removing the crown and the 
priesthood from Israel till “He comes whose right it is”, v27.  
 
Perhaps God is making a distinction between two aspects of the Covenant:- 
Joseph’s supremacy relates to physical inheritance of the land.  
Judah’s more to the promise “In you all the nations of the earth will be blessed”. 

 
   
 
 

 


