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Session 15 Abraham – An Overview Part 2 
 
6)  He is the patriarchal ancestor of Jesus 
 
Matthew 1:1 A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham: 
 
 Mary, by the Holy Spirit, makes the connection: 
 Luke 1:54-55 He has helped his servant Israel remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants forever, even as he 
said to our fathers." 
 
Zachariah (first words on recovery of speech)  
Luke 1:67 His father Zachariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied….72… “To show mercy to our fathers and to 
remember his holy covenant, 73 the oath he swore to our father Abraham…”  
 
7) God’s promises to Abraham are what we call ‘The Gospel’. 
 
Galatians 3:8-9 The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the Gospel in advance to 
Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you." So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.” 
 
God has not abandoned the world He created. He remains faithful to the promise of Gen. 3: 15, regarding “the seed of the 
woman”.  
 
The Gospel as received by Abraham had to do with the promise of “The seed”, Gen. 22: 16-18. This is the meaning of Jesus’ 
statement, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad” John 8: 56.  
He also had a physical encounter with God (the Son) during his lifetime, Gen. 18: 16-19, and participated in a prophetic drama 
that prefigured the offering of Jesus on the cross, Gen. 22: 1-2 ff.  
 
The choice of Sarah, Gen. 17: 15-19, underlines the particular character of God’s strategy, eventually climaxing in Mary, 
Luke 1: 30-35. Mary recognized that this was the fulfillment of the promise to Abraham, Luke 1: 54-55, c.f. the prayer of 
Zacharias, 1: 67-74, esp. v73. 
 
The promise was to Abraham and his seed. Paul, in Gal. 3: 16 refers to the fact that the Hebrew word for “seed”, Gen. 22: 
18, is singular (many English translations = descendents as, in relation to human beings, it is usually a term used for a group 
rather than an individual, c.f. “sheep”).  
 
It could, however, be a reference to a specific individual (c.f. a particular sheep). Paul, in contrast with Abraham, has the 
benefit of hindsight (the subsequent unfolding of revelation in the OT, e.g. Israel is the servant of the LORD but the Messiah, 
Son of David, is ultimately revealed as chosen Servant, Isaiah 41: 8-9, 42: 18-20, c.f. 42: 1-4, 49: 5-7, 52:13 – 53:12), and the 
present interpretation of those Scriptures by the Holy Spirit, 2Peter 1: 20-21. More was implanted by God in the OT than 
contemporary people understood, 1Peter 1: 10-12. 
 
All the promises of God find their fulfillment in Jesus the Messiah, 2Cor. 1: 18-20; Acts 7: 1-9 (Abraham) leads to the climax 
in v52 – the death of Jesus. 
 
The application that Paul makes at the end of Gal. 3 in vv 26-29 is “our unity in the Messiah Jesus”. He is not blurring the 
human distinctions between the various categories of v28.  
He is saying, rather, that there is only one “seed” (Jesus); we have become part of Him, so that we now, corporately, are the 
One New Man, Eph. 2:15, the Body of Christ, 1Cor. 12: 13.  
 
The heart of the Gospel is that God is King, and is acting to save His captive people. This is revealed in the release of Israel 
from Babylon, Isaiah 40: 9-11, 52: 7-12, immediately followed by the revelation of the Suffering Servant, 52: 13 – 53: 12.  
 
The Gospel for Israel (a particular chosen people at a particular time and place) becomes the universal Gospel for all 
peoples, Jew and Gentile. After being baptised Jesus began his public ministry by proclaiming “the Gospel of God”, Mark 1: 14.  
 
What was the essence of that Gospel? “The time has come; the Kingdom of God is at hand (has arrived in the Person of the 
King)” 1: 15. 
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Abraham was chosen as the pioneer of the events that would lead to the return of the King to his world to liberate his 
captive people, Isaiah 8: 21 – 9: 7. 
 
8) Abraham is the father of all who believe  
 
Romans 4:11-23 “… he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be 
credited to them. And he is also the father of the circumcised …who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our father 
Abraham had … He is the father of us all … He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed … Abraham in hope 
believed and so became the father of many nations … “ 
 
Galatians 4:28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. See also Matt. 3:9, Gal. 4:22-29 and Hebrews 11:11-12. 

 
Hebrews 11:11-12 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age … and Sarah herself was barren … was enabled to become 
a father because he considered Him faithful who had made the promise; and so from this one man, and he as good as dead, 
came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
 
If God could not restore youth and vitality to the bodies of this old couple, what hope could there be for the  re-creation 
of the Universe? 
 
Heb. 11:17-19  By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up 
his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 
 
Romans 4:18ff  “Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed ……he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of 
God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had 
promised…. written not for him alone, but also for us ….. who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord …” 
 
Abraham believed in God’s ability to raise the dead. 
 
9) Abraham is the great example of faith and the inseparable link between faith and obedience 
 
At what point in his life was Abraham justified (declared righteous)? 

 
a) Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. Rom. 4: 16-22. 
 
b) Genesis 22: 15-18 (note “because you have done this thing … I will bless … because you have obeyed My 

voice”).  James, in chapter 2: 20-24, gives an inspired commentary on the Genesis incident.  
     Phineas, Psalm 106: 20-21 and Numbers 25: 1-13, illustrates the same truth.  

 
10) The gift of the Holy Spirit was part of the promised blessing through Abraham 
 
Galatians 3:14 “He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ 
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.”  
 
Ephesians 1:13-14 “And you (Gentiles) also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation. Having believed, you (Gentiles) were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a 
deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession … to the praise of his 
glory.”  
 
11)  Abraham still has an exalted place in the Kingdom of God 
 
Matthew 8:11   I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  
Luke 16:23   In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  
Luke 20:37-38 But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord 'the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.' He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive."  
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Abraham is alive and well and has a place of honour. 
 
12)  God’s purposes for Israel are still based on the Covenant with Abraham. 

Genesis 13:15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.  
 
Genesis 17:7-8 I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for 
the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. The whole land of Canaan, where you are 
now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendents after you; and I will be their God." 
See also Genesis 28:13; Exodus 3:6-7; Deut. 9:5; Deut. 9:27, Psalm 105: 1-15, 37-45.   
 
This covenant is ultimately unconditional, but enjoyment of the blessings of the covenant is conditional on the current 
faith and obedience of the physical descendents of Abraham. In a time of national decline and judgement Isaiah called 
them to return to this bedrock of their existence, 51: 1-3. We will examine the implications of this in a later study 

 
13) Gentile Christians are part of the tree of Abraham.  

 
We have not replaced Israel in the purposes of God, Rom. 8: 29, but find our ultimate unity in our shared heritage in 
Abraham. 
 
 Romans 11:17-26 “If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in 
among the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root, 18do not boast over those branches. If you do, 
consider this: You do not support the root, but the root supports you…. 23 And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be 
grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. 25 …..Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of 
the Gentiles has come in. 26And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from Zion; He will turn 
godlessness away from Jacob”. 

 
14)  Failure is not final!  

 
Over the course of Abraham’s life the ‘raw material’ with which God started had to be shaped and refined. On the way there were 
several recorded failures and deviations from the appointed path, Gen. 12:1 & 5, 13: 5-6; 12: 10-20, 16: 1-4, 15, & 17: 18; 
chapter 20. These brought pain and dishonour into Abraham’s life.  
At last God brought him to a place of absolute trust and obedience where He could finally release the blessing He had promised 
when He first called Abram to follow Him.  
 
The NT does not highlight these failures; they would have been well known to the readers but God’s emphasis was on 
Abraham’s persistence in faith rather than the presence of twists and turns on the journey. 
 
Nevertheless these events and relationships left a complicated legacy that persists to the present time and which we will need 
to consider in due course. – Ishmael, Moab, and Ammon. 

 

    
 


