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Session 14 Abraham – An Overview Part 1 

Who was Abraham?  
 
Joshua 24:2-3 "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham 
and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped other gods. But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the 
River and led him throughout Canaan and gave him many descendants…”  
 
Ur 
 
On Euphrates near Persian Gulf. Fertile land. 
A city of sophistication and culture. - large two story houses, up to 13/14 rooms, brick- built and covered with plaster and 
whitewash, tiled courts, kitchens and spinning mills  
Hymns and math’s tables, receipts and legal documents. 
Five temples up to 100x60 yards in dimensions – worship of moon gods. 
 
Why did he leave?  
 
Acts 7:2-3 The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran. 
God said “'Leave your country and your people and go to the land I will show you”. 
 
The tale of two cities – Babylon versus Jerusalem - c.f. Genesis 11. His civilization had no foundations, and was doomed. (A 
catastrophe actually overtook Ur in the period under study), c.f. Matthew 7:24  "Therefore everyone who hears these words of 
mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock….” 
 
Hebrews 11:10 “… he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God…16 … 
longing for a better country - a heavenly one. Therefore God … has prepared a city …” 
 
As a result of seeing God’s glory Abraham gave up his ‘city life’ to become a pilgrim in search of the eternal city, a city 
with foundations, built by God.  He preferred to follow God, living in a tent, to city life serving idols. 
 During his life he only ever owned a cemetery, (Genesis 23). He purchased the title deeds as a sign of his faith in the promise of 
God of the whole land. 
 
His pilgrimage was both physical and spiritual.   

His life in context 
More than 400 years later God rescued his descendants from Egypt and became their Redeemer and King. They had 
lived in Egypt for more than 400 years, in a land where many gods were worshipped. They had been affected by the 
surrounding culture and adopted a polytheistic pattern of worship, Joshua 24: 14, Ezek. 20: 7-8. They had also 
retained the memory of the God of Abraham and cried out to Him for deliverance, Exodus 2: 23-24.  
The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob appeared to Moses at the burning bush stating that He had heard their cries and now 
proposed to deliver them in accordance with His covenant with their forefathers, Exodus: 2: 24-25. 
 
But who is this “God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob”, now revealed by His covenant Name “The LORD”?  
 
Genesis (“Beginnings”) is designed to answer this question.  
 
The purpose of the book is revealed by its relative proportions. 
 
Chapter 1 describes the creation of the whole Universe – only One God. 
 
Chapter 2 focuses on a small part of this small planet and the formation of a perfect environment, perfect creatures and 
perfect relationships. 
 
Chapter 3 tells us what went wrong and the consequences and the plan for recovery. 
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Chapters 4-9 tell of the spread of corruption, judgement and the salvation of one man and his family and a new beginning, 
but there is still a fatal flaw.     
 
Chapters 10-11:9 tell of a new rebellion and another judgement. 11:10-32 tell how God had already made preparation for a 
fresh start - the crucial one. 
 
Chapters 12-50 reveal that plan in action.                    
 
 
Genesis 1-11 can be seen as the background to the call of Abraham.  
 
The one and only God appears personally to Abraham. As a consequence Abraham leaves his polytheistic culture and sets 
out on a journey of faith, in the process of which God gradually reveals Who He is and how He intends to recover His 
creation.   
 
Now the main story really begins! 
 
Abraham is a towering figure in the whole of Scripture 2 Tim. 3:12-17 
 
Jesus did not start a new religion (Christianity). He came as the climax of a movement that began with Abraham and 
fulfilled the promises that God made to Abraham. Jesus said “Abraham rejoiced to see my day. He did see it and was glad” 
John 8: 56. Matthew links Jesus to two of the giants of the OT – Abraham and David; (who was the third one?) 
 
The essential nature of the Kingdom of God is revealed in the call and life of Abraham and is illustrated by his encounter 
with the two kings, Gen. 14. 
 
Why should we study his life? 
 
1) He reveals a Sovereign God who makes choices.  
 
The whole mystery of election  is contained within the question, “Why did God choose Abraham?” Acts 7:2-3 "… The God 
of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he was still in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran. 'Leave your country and 
your people,' God said, 'and go to the land I will show you.'”  
 
When God intervened Abraham, like his contemporaries, lived in idolatry and spiritual darkness.  
Joshua 24:2-3 “Long ago your forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and 
worshiped other gods. But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River.” 
 
This mystery offends our pride and independence and sense of justice.  
We tend to have a “me-centered” and human perspective. The greater issue is the glory of God; a God Who chooses and 
seeks obedience and worship from His creatures. 
 
The same mystery is seen in the lives of his descendants – Isaac and Ishmael Gen 17: 17-21, Rom. 9: 6-9, Jacob and Esau 
Gen 25: 21-23, Rom. 9:10-13, Joseph and his brothers Gen. 37:5-11, 50: 18-21, David and his brothers 1Sam. 16: 11-13, 
2Sam. 7: 8, Psalm 89: 3-4, and the twelve apostles, Luke 6: 12-13, John 15: 16. 
It is also true of Israel, Deut. 7:7, Ezek.20: 5-9, and the Church 1Thess.1: 4, 9-10. 
 
Did Abraham have a choice? It was similar to the choice that Saul made on the Damascus road. We need to live with the 
paradoxes of Scripture. God’s choice and our free and willing response are not mutually exclusive. 
 
The calling has been both a blessing and a burden for his descendants – Ezek. 20:32-38. 
 
God did not reject Ishmael but the Covenant of Gen. 12: 1-3 was made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their 
descendants. Ishmael received a parallel blessing and destiny that depended on recognition of the terms of the covenant with 
Abraham – Gen. 17: 20-21, 25: 12-18. Isaac and Ishmael both took the place of sons in the burial of Abraham. 
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2) Abraham reveals God’s strategy to recover His kingdom 
 
He chooses a person Isaiah 51:2 “look to Abraham, your father, and to Sarah, who gave you birth. When I called him he was but 
one, and I blessed him and made him many.” The kingdom rested with this couple – “of such is the Kingdom of Heaven”. 
 
He begins small to achieve something big, Gen. 12: 2-3 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples 
on earth will be blessed through you." (c.f. Luke 12:32  "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give 
you the kingdom” – ‘ The mustard seed kingdom’). 
 
He calls us out to move into something new.  
Genesis 12:1 “The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I 
will show you.” 
 
His strategy is linked to the need to reverse the ancient wrong of Gen. 3.  
Abraham heard God, trusted His wisdom and goodness, and obeyed in vulnerability and dependence. 
Abraham did not know the full implications - he simply obeyed. For a time he and his family were the kingdom on earth and its 
hope. This was God’s bridgehead into Satan’s false kingdom (c.f. Normandy). 
 
3) God revealed Himself to and through Abraham - “I am the God of Abraham”  
 

In Canaan there was panoply of gods, using the name “El”. God revealed Himself as “El Elyon” (God most High), 
“Creator of heaven and earth (i.e. everything)”, 14:19, and as “El Shaddai” (God Almighty), 17:1. Jewish commentators 
have seen Abraham’s leaving of Ur as a protest against polytheism. 

We are provided with a self-revelation of God in the history of a flesh and blood human being like us. He had to face his 
fears and insecurities and the silences of God and situations where things didn’t seem to be working out. It became God’s 
self-description, a kind of shorthand. “Examine the life of Abraham and you will understand Who I am”- promises, faithfulness, 
commands, challenges, protection, rebuke etc.  

Abraham had no precedents – he depended on a dynamic relationship and sensitivity to God and the consequent faith and 
courage to obey. He pioneered a way for those who followed - Isaac, Jacob etc, and so the story grew. 

Could God say to someone “I am the God of … you!” 

4) Abraham is God’s friend 

There is a close, intimate, relationship affirmed by God himself and modeled for later generations.  

Isaiah 41:8  "But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of Abraham my friend …” 

Genesis 18:17 “Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?”  

God shared his secret plans with Abraham.  

Abraham is a prototype for us. See the ups and downs of his life. It gives us hope when we see his struggles. 

Psalm 105:42   reminds us of the basis of the relationship - “For he remembered his holy promise, given to his servant 
Abraham.” C.f. John 15:14-15 “You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant 
does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you.”  

Obedient friends - unequal relationship! 
 
The great test of Abraham’s faith is couched in terms of an entreaty “Please take your son …” Gen. 22: 2. 
As well as being the transcendent Lord of history God walked the journey with Abraham in space and time, 22: 15-17. 
 
5)  Abraham was a prophet  
 
Psalm 105:12-15 “When they were but few in numbers, few indeed, and strangers in it, they wandered from nation to nation, 
from one kingdom to another. He allowed no one to oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings: "Do not touch my anointed 
ones; do my prophets no harm."”  
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There is no specific reference to the Holy Spirit but his whole life was prophetic, see Genesis 22 & 24. The blessing that was 
contained in the promise to Abraham, Gen. 12: 3 was that the gentiles would receive the Spirit through faith (similar faith to the 
faith of Abraham), Gal. 3: 5-6, 13-14. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


