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Session 13 A Tale of Two Cities - Jerusalem (3) 
 
Lamentations 1:12 The sorrow of Jerusalem. 
Jesus came to be the redemption of Jerusalem, Luke 2:36-38 
 
Jesus came as the true Temple – the dwelling place of God, fulfilling in Himself what the temple had failed to 
achieve, - John 1:14, 2:19-22, Matt. 12:1-6.  
The Transfiguration was the vivid revelation of this truth, Matt. 17:1-2. 
   
Zechariah prophesied many things about the Messiah. One of these particularly relates to Jerusalem. He speaks of 
Messiah coming into his own city as King, 9:9. This was fulfilled, Matt.21:1-5.  
The people responded in the words of a Messianic Psalm that describes the procession to the Temple, Psalm 118:26 and 
Matt. 21:9. It caused quite a stir in Jerusalem v10.  
 
Before He reached the city Jesus stopped to weep over it, Luke 19:41-44, for He knew that it would be destroyed, as 
prophesied both by Daniel and Zechariah. 
 
When the King reached the Temple (His earthly palace) His first action was to cleanse it, Luke 19:45-46.  
 
This was followed by the confrontation with the three main branches of the leadership of Israel – the chief priests, the 
scribes and the elders, Luke 20:1 continuing to the end of the chapter and c.f. the longer account in Matt. 21:23-23:36. They 
correspond to the three shepherds in Zech. 11:8. Zech. 11:1-3 describes the coming destruction of Jerusalem and its 
Temple, the shepherds’ glory, v3. V8 tells of the fate of the shepherds because of their attitude to the LORD (Luke 20:14, 
demonstrated in their response to His Son – vv13-15).  
Vv 4-11 prophesy the destruction and scattering of the flock; God will no longer protect them, v9-10.  
The price at which the true Shepherd will be valued will be thirty (pieces) of silver, v12-13, the value of a slave gored 
by an ox, Exodus 21:32 (note the irony of the language in Zech. 11: 13 “magnificent price”).  
Following the betrayal and rejection of the true Shepherd the unity of the nation will be shattered, v14. 
 
After His confrontation with the false shepherds Jesus again laments for Jerusalem, now from within the city walls Matt. 
23:37-38. The fate of the city is sealed and a (long) time will elapse before He will return to it, v39. 
They used the words of Psalm 118:26 as He entered the city as prophesied by Zechariah but without understanding their 
import. One day they will welcome Him with faith and understanding, using the same words “Blessed is He who 
comes in the Name of the LORD”. 
 
David died and was buried in Jerusalem, 1Kings 2:10. Peter reminded the people on the Day of Pentecost “His tomb is 
with us to this day” Acts 2:29.  
The Messiah died and was buried in Jerusalem – Jesus said that it must be so, Luke 13:33. But He also rose from the 
dead in Jerusalem, as David had prophesied, Psalm 16:9-10 and Acts 2:24-32. He ascended to heaven from Bethany just 
to the east of the Mt. of Olives, Luke 24:50-51. 
He commanded the disciples to remain in Jerusalem awaiting the Holy Spirit, Acts 1:4-5, for the message of the 
Kingdom was to go forth from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth Acts 1:6-8. 
 
At Pentecost, in Jerusalem, (Acts 2:8-21) The Lord “suddenly came to His Temple …” Mal. 3:1 in the person of the 
Holy Spirit, to bear witness and convict of sin, John 16:7-11, Acts 2:37-38.  
 
The judgement of Babel was undone. The nationalities are linked to the list in Genesis 10. Initially they were confused, 
v6, but … they understood in their own languages, as a result of the supernatural gift of “tongues” (languages). The thing 
they heard was ‘the wonderful works of God’ (in contrast to the failed works of man).  
Peter then preached in a language they all understood. 
 
Daniel, 9:26, and Zechariah both prophesied that the city would be destroyed following the death of the Messiah. 
Jesus spoke about this in unequivocal terms, Luke 21:5-6 and 20-24. 
It happened in 70 CE, on the anniversary of the destruction 656 years earlier by Nebuchadnezzar and the people were 
massacred, enslaved, and scattered. 
 
It was made into a Roman city and renamed. Jews were forbidden to live there. 
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Hosea 3:4-5 describes a long period when Israel will be without a king or sacrifice but they will return to the LORD 
and David their king – in the last days. The destruction of the Temple caused a crisis for the remnant of Israel, so central 
to their worship and identity. Judaism was reconstructed by the sages around the study of Torah (and the Scriptures as a 
whole). Scripture, Study, Synagogue, and Festivals and Family became the essence of their life and have preserved the 
identity of the scattered people. 
 
Zechariah, along with Haggai, encouraged the builders of the Second Temple; see especially chapters 3 and 4. Zechariah 
prophesied after the return of the exiles but in 2:6-8 he speaks of a much greater return. Even in their exile and 
judgement they are “the apple (pupil) of God’s eye” – He is very sensitive and reacts to people who “touch” them. 2:1-5 
describe a much greater restoration of Jerusalem than happened following the Babylonian exile. 
Zech. 8:1-8 describe the city after the return – from the east and from the west v7. 
 
Psalm 102 is Zion’s cry for deliverance (see vv 13 and 21).  
Vv 1-11 describe the experience of the people – a vivid description of the experience of the Jewish people for the past 
2000 years.  
Vv 12-22 describe the restoration; v13 speaks of “the appointed time” and the time when God will take action in His 
compassion and grace. He does not change, v12, 24b and 27. The time will come for the Name of the LORD to be 
proclaimed from Zion and His praise in Jerusalem and when the peoples will be gathered together and the kingdoms, to 
serve the LORD, vv21-22. 
It will happen because of the Messiah, vv24b-27 (as interpreted in Hebrews 1:10-12). 
 
The prophets spoke in glowing language of the return to Jerusalem (Zion). It is much too extravagant to be confined 
to the return under the decree of Cyrus.  
Isaiah had much to say on this theme - 49:14-26, 52:1-12, 54:1-17 (note the duration of the commitment by the LORD, 
v10), 60:1-22 (note v12 – a warning to the nations). In vv19-22, as in other passages the use of rich metaphor anticipates the 
heavenly Jerusalem (c.f. Rev. 21:23) but it does not mean that we should “spiritualize” the whole chapter. Chapter 62 has a 
similar theme. 
 
This subject is a subsection of the prophetic scriptures regarding the return of the Jewish people to the Land – I am 
currently addressing only those that deal specifically with Jerusalem and will turn to the others later. 
Jerusalem is a sign of the times. In Luke 21:10-18 and 25-28 Jesus refers to events and conditions that will precede his 
return. He does so in order that his disciples will not be discouraged by falsely believing that things will get better and better 
as history unfolds – the reverse is the case. None of the items are specific to any particular period but the impression is that 
there will be intensification towards the end of the age. There is one striking exception – a specific event, v24b. “Jerusalem 
will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 
 
 In vv29-33 Jesus told a parable - When the fig tree puts forth (leaves) you see it and know for yourselves that 
summer is near. Previously, Matt. 21:18-20, He had cursed the fig tree because it did not bear fruit – it symbolized the 
nation of Israel. Now, as Israel is restored, we see a sign that summer is near (the return of the Lord, v27). 
 
After the Romans the city was “trampled underfoot” successively by the Byzantines, the Saracens, the Crusaders, and 
the Turks. Churches and Mosques were built to define the city for Christendom or Islam, including the Al Aksa mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock on the Temple Mount.  
 
Suleiman “the magnificent” built the present walls of the Old City in 1535. He intended to open the Eastern Gate (The 
Golden Gate leading directly to the Temple Mount) but changed his mind. Ezekiel 44:1-3 stated that it is reserved for the 
Prince (the Messiah) to enter by it. There is now a Muslim cemetery directly in front of the gate blocking the way.  
 
Jerusalem was never an important city during this whole period and never a capital city of any other nation. 
Throughout this whole historical period there was never a Palestinian nation – the Arab population was part of Greater Syria 
and subjects of one or other of the successive Empires. 
 
The LORD said that “Zion would be plowed like a field, Jerusalem will become a heap of ruins” Micah 3:12. This 
immediately precedes the prophecy about “The latter days” in 4:1 ff. Robert Murray McCheyne visited in June 1839 and 
confirmed that this was its sorry condition. 
 
The Jews had been scattered as the four winds of the heavens, Zech. 2:6 but the Lord said “I will again choose 
Jerusalem” 2:12. The context of Zechariah 2:8-13 is clearly the latter days. 
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By the 19th Century more than half of the population was Jewish.  
 
 
On 17th December 1917 (at Hanukkah) General Allenby entered Jerusalem, freeing it from Turkish control. It was home to 
both Jews and Arabs. 
 
In November 1947 the UN designated Jerusalem as an international city. The Jews accepted this decision but the Arabs did 
not.  
 
In May 1948 Britain left and the State of Israel was declared in a portion of the 23% of the original mandated territory (the 
other 77% now forming the Kingdom of Jordan). Almost immediately 5 Arab armies attacked. Israel was victorious but the 
Jews in Jerusalem were overwhelmed, temporarily interrupting 16 centuries of Jewish residence in the city. Jordan was now 
in control. 
 
In 1967 Jerusalem was captured from Jordan along with the land west of the River Jordan in the course of a defensive 
battle against several Arab armies. The Temple Mt. was captured but given back to the Muslim authorities. The city was 
united under the state of Israel and has greatly expanded in the meantime, as in Zech. 2:4 and 8:6-8. 
 
On 30/7/80 the Knesset (Parliament) declared Jerusalem as the eternal and indivisible capital of Israel. Throughout the long 
centuries of exile Jews had prayed daily for the restoration of Jerusalem. 
The Jerusalem Covenant was signed by Jewish leaders across the world and by the President of Israel in 1992.”We bind you 
to us forever …” 
 
In 1993, following the peace agreement between Shamir and Arafat, the PLO claimed Jerusalem as the capital of the future 
Palestinian State even though both issues had been excluded from the agreement. The historical fact is that there has never 
been a specific “Palestinian Nation” nor has any nation other than Israel ever had Jerusalem as its capital (with the possible 
exception of the Jebusites, prior to David). Jerusalem became an issue only when Israel restored it as its historic capital. 
 
What is to be the future of Jerusalem? 
 
The prophets foretell that Jerusalem will be the focus of world attention towards the end of the age. 
 
God said that at the end of the age He will “restore the fortunes of Jerusalem” Joel 3:1. 
 
He also said that He would gather the nations down to the valley of Jehoshaphat and call them to account for 
“dividing up My land and scattering Israel, the people of My inheritance, among the nations” v2. The remainder of the 
chapter describes the judgement on the nations in the valley of Jehoshaphat v12, also designated the valley of decision 
(God’s judgement) v14.  
This valley is immediately to the south of the Temple Mount.  
 
God will “utter His voice from Jerusalem” v16.  
Zechariah 12:1-9 and 14:1-15 describe the same events and c.f. Ezekiel 38 and 39.. 
 
Jerusalem will be “a cup of trembling (reeling) and like a heavy stone to the nations that attack it”, 12:2-3. It will be a 
time of great distress and suffering to the inhabitants of the city, 14:2 but The LORD will personally intervene for the 
salvation of Jerusalem, 12:5-9, 14:3-6.  
His feet will stand on the Mt. of Olives, c.f. Acts 1:11. 
 
Jesus spoke of the same events in relation to Jerusalem Matt. 24:3 ff. The events of AD70 are but a prelude to the events 
at the end of time. 
In the midst of it all the Jewish people will at last recognize the identity of the Messiah, and turn to Him, 12:10-14 and 
their sins will be wiped away 13:1. The blindness will at last be removed, Isaiah 6: 8-13, 42:18-25, 2Cor. 3:14-16, Rom. 
11:25-29. 
 
Jerusalem will be a bathed in light and become a source of living waters, Zech. 14:6-8, c.f. Ezek. 47. 
 
The LORD will reign as King over all the earth 14:9. 
 
There will be no more curse and Jerusalem will be secure 14:10-11. 
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It will be a place of pilgrimage for the nations, as for Israel 14:16-21, Isaiah 2:1-4.  
 
The word of the LORD will go forth from Jerusalem. When the salvation of Israel is accomplished it will be as life for 
the world, Rom. 11:11-15. 
 
There is a spiritual Jerusalem too Gal. 4:21-31. 
 
We come to Mount Zion Heb.12:18-29 
 
Revelation 21 - 22 describes the descent of the New Jerusalem, the holy city coming down out of heaven. This is the 
opposite of the ‘Babel project’ (trying to go up).  
 
At the end of time when all God’s purposes for this present earth have been completed there will be a new heaven and a 
new earth. Many of the features of the original creation are present but with a new splendour and with the glory of the 
Lamb who suffered for its and our redemption.  
 
The New Jerusalem, the Bride of the Lamb, will fulfill all that the earthly Jerusalem portrayed. 

 
 


