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Session 12 A Tale of Two Cities - Jerusalem (2) 
 
Jerusalem is built on a series of hills. Approaching from any direction you have to “go up”. The tribes converged on 
Jerusalem and then ascended towards the Temple to worship and sacrifice and celebrate together as the people of God, 
Psalm 122. As they went up they sang the Songs of Ascent (Psalms 121-134). 
This fulfilled the commands of Deut. 16:1-2, 7, 9-11, 13-17.  
 
This was in contrast to the practices of the idolatrous nations, Deut. 12:13-14, who believed in many gods. Israel had a 
fatal tendency towards these practices, Hosea 4:12-13, Ezek. 20:32, and God took drastic action to correct them, vv33-44. 
 
Habakkuk tells us that in a future age “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God as the waters 
cover the sea”, c.f. Isaiah 66:18.  
 
Isaiah had a vision of God in that same Temple, 6:1-4 he was made aware that “the whole earth is full of His glory”. He 
understood that God could not be contained in a building, 66:1. Solomon, the builder, had been under no illusions about 
this, 2Chron. 6:18.  
 
The Bible reveals the nature of the relationship between “heaven” and earth.  
 
Pantheism is a belief that “god” and creation are one and the same – “he” inhabits everything; the trees are “god”, I am 
“god”. 
 
Deism is at the opposite pole; God made the world but is completely apart from it and does not interact with it. 
 
The Bible teaches that when God created the world He gave it a certain measure of autonomy but remains involved 
with it, constantly upholding, Heb.1:3, and continually caring for it, Psalm 104.  
 
Heaven and earth are not separate “places” in a spatial sense. There is an overlap between the two distinct types of 
reality but the greater heavenly reality is not usually accessible to our senses; (similarly we cannot “hear” radio waves even 
though the environment is full of them). This can only happen when heaven chooses to become accessible to us via our 
senses – we cannot “go up” a dimension, God must “come down” to us. We sometimes call this revelation, the high point of 
which was Jesus’ incarnation.  
 
There were times and places when the division between the visible and the invisible worlds melted – e.g. the call of 
Abraham, Gen. 12: 1-3, Acts 7:2-3, Jacob’s vision at Bethel (the House of God, the Gate of Heaven), when he saw the 
stairway, Gen. 28:10-17, at Mount Sinai, Exodus 19 etc., Elijah’s ascent to Heaven in a chariot of fire, 2Kings 2:11-12, and 
Elisha and the heavenly army, 2Kings 6:15-17. 
 
These were rare and special occasions. God wanted to provide a place where this overlap, intersection, would be 
focused – the (temporary) Tabernacle and the (more permanent) Temple. 
 
A great deal of space in Exodus is taken up with the plans for and the construction of the Tabernacle, chapters 25-31 
and 36-40. Why is this? 25:8 gives the explanation, “… that I may dwell among them”. They were on a journey and God 
was journeying with them.  
 
He chose the Tabernacle as a sacred space, guarded from anything unclean or unholy, repeatedly cleansed and sanctified 
by blood and water to maintain a holy place where heaven and earth could intersect, overlap, in relative safety – the Holy of 
Holies. God wanted to live among them but not destroy them.  
 
This dilemma could only be finally resolved when Jesus came in human flesh. 
 
God had promised that, when they had become a settled community in the Promised Land, He would show them the place 
where “He would place His Name” and where He would live among them – the Temple. When Solomon dedicated the 
Temple the glory of God came down and filled the whole place, 2Chron. 5:11-14, 7:1-3, as had occurred when the 
Tabernacle had been dedicated in the wilderness, Exodus 40:34-38. 
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It was the place where God placed His Name and His dwelling, Deut. 16:2, 1Chron. 21:28-29, 22:1-5. Consequently it 
was described as “the city of the Great King” - Psalm 48. This was the reason for Jesus’ pain Luke 19:41-44.  
 
It was a place of unity under the authority of God. The people of Israel were to go up three times a year to rejoice in the 
presence of their King, Exodus 23:14-17.  
 
Sadly Israel was disloyal to God and failed to live up to its high calling. God sent prophets to call them back to Him and 
to just relationships with one another, but with only temporary and partial effect.  
 
In place of the description of Jerusalem in Psalm 48 we have such terms as “rebellious, tyrannical, defiled … did not 
trust in the LORD … did not draw near to her God” Zeph. 3:1-2, “…a harlot … murderers … rebels …companions of 
thieves … loves a bribe … does not defend the orphan and the widow” Isaiah 1:21-23, “wickedness … violence and 
destruction …” Jer. 6:7, Idolatry Ezek. 8:5-17. 
God’s prophets were persecuted in Jerusalem, e.g. Jeremiah 20:1-2, Luke 13:34, Matt. 23:34-35. 
 
There came a time when Jerusalem had so conformed to the spirit of Babylon that God’s radical cure was to send 
physical Babylon to destroy the city and carry of the people into exile, in 586BCE.  
 
This strategy had baffled the prophet Habakkuk. In 1:1-4 he complains that God does not do anything about the sins of 
God’s people; in vv5-11 God says He is about to take action, using a fierce and cruel nation (Babylon); in vv12-17 
Habakkuk complains that this is not a proper way to proceed! 
 
Jeremiah prophesied in Jerusalem prior to the Babylonian invasion and during the siege. He described the coming 
disaster in graphic terms, e.g. Jer. 6:22-26, 25:8-11, but also promised a return.   
In token of this, during the siege, he bought (redeemed) a field that was part of his family inheritance, 32:2, 6-14. It was 
an act of faith in the intention and the power of God, v15-17. Read the rest of the chapter – God was not abandoning 
Jerusalem.; His purpose was restoration, - vv36-44.  
 
In exile the people longed for Jerusalem, Psalm 137, and Daniel prayed towards Jerusalem, 6:10.  
Daniel prayed for the restoration, Daniel 9:1-2, because he believed the word God spoke to Jeremiah, who prophesied that 
the captivity would come to an end after 70 years, 25:11 and 29:10. 
 
God used the fall of one empire (Babylon) in 539 BCE and the rise of another (Medio-Persia) to fulfill the prophecy, 
Daniel 5:30. Around 140 years earlier Isaiah had named Cyrus as God’s agent to bring this about, Isaiah 44:24 – 45:7. He 
calls Cyrus “My Shepherd” 44:28, the one who will “perform all My desire” 44:28, and “My anointed whom I have taken 
by the right hand” 45:1, “Though you have not known Me” 45:4. Why? Because God said “It is I who says of Jerusalem 
“She shall be inhabited …””.   
 
The historical record is in 2Chron. 36:20-23 and Ezra 1:1:1-2:66.  
Only about 50,000 of those exiled from Judah returned at that time. Many settled down in Babylon and remained as 
Jewish communities – in 1947 there were 130,000 Jews living in Iraq, 123,371 of whom moved to the new state of Israel. 
The scattered 10 tribes of Israel did not return to the land. This is important because the many prophecies about the 
return of the exiles were not remotely fulfilled by this “return of a remnant of Judah” and has only happened since the latter 
part of the19th century.  
 
The first project was building the Temple, Ezra 3:1-6:22, under the leadership of Joshua the priest and Zerubbabel 
the prince 3:8. The foundation was completed 3:10-13 but then opposition led to discouragement and building 
stopped 4:1-5.  
 
God raised up the prophets Haggai and Zechariah to encourage and give vision, 5:1, Haggai 1-2 and Zech. 1-4 and the 
building was completed. 
 
The walls of Jerusalem were not rebuilt until the arrival of Nehemiah from Persia around 445 BCE, nearly 100 years 
later. Again there was intense opposition from the surrounding inhabitants who had come to live in the land during the 
Jewish exile.  
 
This date is the starting point for the prophecy in Daniel 9:24-26. Approximately 483 years later Messiah the Prince would 
be cut off to fulfill the purposes listed in v24.  
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