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Session 11 A Tale of Two Cities – Babylon (concluded) and Jerusalem (1) 
 
Babylon 
 
Revelation 17:1 - 19:6 describes the final destruction of Babylon and the rejoicing of God’s people. 
Note the links to Genesis – nations 18:3, reached to heaven, remembered 5, fruit longed for14, deception 23, music and 
crafts 22, marriage 20:2,10, 23, 20, 24, murder  19:2, immorality 18:3, 9, sudden judgement 8,10,17, sword of judgement 
19:15, the serpent 20:2, 10, a mark on the forehead 19:20, 20:4. 
 
Jerusalem 
 
Jerusalem represents mankind living under God’s authority.  
 
Abram was called to leave Ur - a city in that area of the world, because it had no foundations and look for another city 
whose builder and maker is God, Heb. 11:8-10.  
This is the story of the rest of Genesis and of the Bible to the end of Revelation 
 
With the call of Abraham the story of Genesis 1-11 ends and a new chapter begins. The remainder of the Bible is the 
account of God’s plan to recover his creation and bring into being a New Heaven and a New Earth filled with 
righteousness. 
 
Abraham paid tithes to the King of (Jeru)Salem, Melchizedek (King of Righteousness), 14:17-20. 
 He was willing to sacrifice offer his son Isaac there, in obedience to God, at Mt. Moriah (later the Temple Mount) Gen. 22. 
 
For the first seven and a half years David was the ruler of his own tribe, Judah, based in Hebron, 2Sam. 5:5. After David 
became king of all Israel he captured Jerusalem and made it his capital city, 2Sam. 5:6-10 - the City of David.  
 
It was near the border between Judah and Benjamin (the tribe of Saul). By making this choice David unified the kingdom. 
Jerusalem became a sign of the unity of God’s people; the tribes would go up at festivals to the City of the Great King.  
 
In the time of David Jerusalem was a very small place – a sloping hill below and to the south of Mt. Moriah south of 
the present Old City). Mount Moriah is much higher – the place where the Temple was built. Psalm 48 describes the 
“City of the Great King” – God Himself, Matt. 5:35.  
Zion is another name given to Jerusalem or part of it. Mt. Zion today is in the SW part of the Old City but in the Bible the 
name is used to describe the Temple Mount or the whole City. 
 
David conducted a census of Israel to ascertain the strength of his army, 1Chron 21:1-2. It was an act of kingly pride – 
David was the Commander-in-Chief.  
He forgot the principle behind Gideon’s army, Judges 7:2-7 and the conditions of success set out in Deut. 28 – see v1, 2 
with v7 and v15 with v25. Even Joab was disgusted with David’s requirement, 1Chron. 21:3-6. There was severe 
judgement v7-14. David repented and God did not destroy the city, v13-17.  
 
In the midst of this disastrous situation God revealed the place where He would be worshipped 21:18-22:1 – the same 
place where Abraham had been prepared to offer Isaac, Gen. 22. 
 
When the kingdom was divided as a punishment for Solomon’s departure from God, 1Kings 11:1-13, Jeroboam (king of 
the northern 10 tribes) realized that a gradual reunion of the nation would inevitably happen if the people continued to go to 
worship at Jerusalem, so he set up alternatives in the form of two golden calves, 1Kings 12:26-33. It was to lead to the 
eventual exile of the 10 tribes as a punishment for the chronic sin of idolatry, 1Kings 14:15-16. 
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Jerusalem was a strange choice for a capital city. It was not on a main highway and did not have good access to water. 
The main source was the spring of Gihon, SE of the city wall. It was so significant that it was the place chosen by David for 
Solomon to be anointed king, 1Kings 1:33-34, 45, It could be a serious problem in time of siege – Joab followed a tunnel 
that brought water into the city and climbed a shaft, thus surprising the defenders, 2Samuel 5:6-8 and 1Chron. 11:4-8. It 
seems that God wanted to have it this way so that the people would depend on Him for their safety.  
 
A later king, Hezekiah, had extensive engineering works carried out to improve water storage, It was an amazing feat – 
Hezekiah’s tunnel and the Pool of Siloam as well as part of a defensive wall survive, as monuments to his achievements – 
but God was not impressed, Isaiah 22:5-11a, The required response was not “stronger walls” or “more secure water 
supplies” but rather trust in God 11b, and repentance 12-14. In utter extremity, with the Assyrians encamped around the 
city, Isaiah 36, Hezekiah finally got the message, 37:1-5, 14-20 and God answered his prayer, 37:6-7, 21-35 “For I will 
defend this city to save it for My own sake and for My servant David’s sake”, v35. Psalm 20 is an expression of the 
message of Jerusalem, note v7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


