The Exodus

Session 9
12:7 - 28
The Passover - What does it mean?
Moses gives Instructions (continued from session 8)

· All animals killed in communal fashion at twilight,v6, (solidarity).

· Blood to be splashed on lintel and doorposts, v7.

· The whole, intact, animal to be roasted and eaten, v8-9.

· Eaten with bitter herbs, ("bitter with hard labour", 1:14). and unleavened bread, v8, (haste, v39).

· They were to be dressed and ready to go, v11.

·  "In haste" - "trepidation/hurry/alarm". This was in view of the context - "The LORD's Passover " - Totally His plan and action. They ate in the shadow of death, conscious of the imminent judgement on fellow human beings and that their own lives depended on God's promise of protection - it was not a festive meal.

The explanation v12-13

· "I will pass through the land of Egypt" v12.
· "I will strike down ever firstborn", c.f. 11:4-6.
· "I will bring judgement on the gods of Egypt" , c.f. Num.33:4, Jer. 46:25 (future event).The whole series of reverses for the gods of Egypt and their human representatives is now complete. They are totally discredited, giving incentive to respond to the coming revelation at Mount Sinai and underlying the foolishness of the polytheism they would encounter in Canaan.
· "I will pass over you" v13.
· "The blood will be a sign for you". "Sign" is the same word as for the other "plagues". They were signs to Pharaoh and the Egyptians. This would be a sign to the Israelites of God's protection - they put it there in obedience to His command and in trust in His faithfulness.
· "When I see the blood I will pass over (protect, have compassion on) you". This is more fully explained later. 

· "And the plague will not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt".

Moses is instructed about the two memorial Feasts v14-20
Passover and Unleavened Bread are two separate but connected feasts - Passover for one day and Unleavened Bread continuing for the following seven days. 

· "A memorial ... throughout your generations ...  an everlasting ordinance", v14, 17. It was the foundational event of their national life. Annual participation would reinforce their identity as the people of God and as part of a community stretching back to the Exodus.
· The week began and ended with a "Holy Convocation", equivalent to a Sabbath, v16. It was a feast to the LORD, v14.
· Eating unleavened bread was the focal activity, v15, 17, 18, 19, 20. 
· Eating leaven in any form would result in being "cut off from Israel", v15, 19, the person considered to have chosen to be outside the Covenant with Abraham, c.f. Gen. 17:10-14,(implying  God's judgement - early death or lack of descendents) Yeast to be removed  from their houses - maybe the idea underlying Zeph. 1:12.
· The description of the feast presupposed a great deliverance, v17, "... for on this day I will have brought your armies (hosts/divisions) out from the land of Egypt". What a description of a bunch of slaves! God saw them as He had chosen them to be.
Moses explains the Passover to the people v21-28
Presumably Moses repeated the instructions that God gave him. The emphasis here is on the application of the blood and how it will protect them.
· The blood is to be applied with hyssop, v22, c.f. Psalm 51:7 and Heb. 9:19. 
· They are to "strike" the lintel and doorposts with the blood, v22 - the word is the same one as in 11:1 refering to the plague on the Egyptians. 
· They will be safe if they remain in the house, v22, 23, 27.
· The LORD will strike the Egyptians and deliver/protect the Israelites, v23, 27.
· They are to keep a memorial (ordinance) forever, v24-27.It will be the means of teaching future generations the story, as for the Feast of Unleavened Bread (see above) - c.f. Deut. 11:19-21, Josh. 4:19-24, Matt. 26: 26-29, 1Cor.11:23-26.
· The future ordinance was spoken in faith that deliverance was at hand, v24-25
· The people bowed their heads and worshipped, v27 -  c.f.4:31. God has been faithful to His promise despite all the disappointments along the way.
· They obeyed v28. They obeyed because they believed in the LORD. They had personal experience, c.f. John 4:39-42 and 50 -53.
Roy Millar
Page 28

