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Session 7 Loss and Recovery, a panoramic view 
 
In this session we will look at the big picture – the ultimate destination and the journey. 
 
In subsequent studies we will consider some of the strands that are woven into the tapestry of the picture.  
We will not be taking a linear path through the Scriptures, book by book – condensed versions are available from other 
sources (e.g. David Pawson’s book and DVD series) – but trying to discern the message as it unfolds in a multitude of ways 
through historical record, personal stories, direct revelation, poetry, and prophetic inspiration.  
 
At the end of chapter 3 man is portrayed as an outcast – from the garden (Paradise), from the source of life (the tree of 
life), and from the Presence of God.  
 
This is the explanation of the human condition – adrift in a hostile universe, like an orphan, without true identity, lost, 
Eph. 2:12. 
 
 Cain was aware of the tragedy of this situation, Gen. 4:12-14, and 16. He had to make his own way in the world and his 
use of violence to “solve” problems continued in subsequent generations, 4:23-24.  
Ecclesiastes gives a vivid description of this – “Meaninglessness, meaninglessness, all is meaninglessness”. It is 
significant that the resolution at the end is “Remember your Creator …” 12:1 and see v13-14.  
 
Part of the story of the OT is the quest to find a way to approach God again and experience His Presence. 
 
It is a strong feature of  the Psalms – the longing for renewed intimacy with God and the security of His protection, 7:1, 
11:1, 13:1-6, 16:1-2, 27:1-14, 42:1-11, 63:1-11, 91:1-16 etc. 
 
Moses asked to see God’s glory, Exodus 33:18-23. God warned him that it was a dangerous request – the encounter of a 
creature and the Creator, v20 God, at Sinai, had warned the people not to come too close, Ex.19:20-21. 
People died when they proudly tried to push their way into the Presence, Lev. 10:1-3, 1Sam.6:19-21, 2Chron. 26:16-23. 
 
Isaiah asked the question “Who among us can live with the consuming fire? Who among us can live with everlasting 
burning?” 33:14; it requires holiness, c.f. Psalm 24. There is no change in the NT – 2Thess.1:7, Heb. 12:29. 
 
God alone can take the initiative and provide the way Ex.25:8. The Tabernacle was God’s solution to the problem, v9. 
God acts in mercy to come down – we cannot go up.  
(The tower of Babel incident embodied man’s proud attempt to do so, Gen.11:1-9, and ended in disaster). 
 
Jeremiah 30:18-22 tells of a time of restoration of Israel as God’s people. He speaks of a human leader who is qualified 
and invited to come near to God, something that would be life threatening to anyone else.  
 
Daniel 7:13-14 describes a man (The Son of Man) who is able to approach the Ancient of Days and receive a kingdom 
(restored creation) and share it with his people, v27. 
  
The ground that was a blessing under the hand of God (2:7) has become cursed 3:18 – it will work against him rather 
than for him 3:17-18 and will one day recapture him for itself. Even as he works it in order to live 3:19 it reminds him of 
his ultimate fate, death 3:19, and the fact that he has brought it all on himself 3:18. 
 
The Land of Israel was a prototype of the restored earth – a kind of Paradise. 
 
- Flowing with milk and honey Ex.3:8, Deut.11:9, and fruitfulness, Num.13:23-24. 
- A land that God cares for Deut.11:12 
- A well watered land Deut.11:11 
- Rest, not slave labour Deut.11:10 
- Dependent on relationship with God Deut.11:13-17 
 
Of course we know that Israel failed to live that way but the pattern is there for us to see and take note, Heb.4:8-13. 
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There is also mercy.  He is protected against the ultimate disaster (independent life). The ground, though cursed, will 
support his life. There is hope (the seed). 
 
 
There are two destinations – an interim on and a final one: 
 

1) A restored earth in the Messianic Kingdom. 
 
Messiah, God’s anointed King (Son of David), perfect man, will reign over the earth from Zion. There is a 
restoration of God’s order – shalom. It involves the restoration of Israel and judgement on the nations and the 
recognition of Jesus as Lord. 
 
This is a major theme in the prophets – e.g. Psalm 72, 96:10-13,  Isaiah 2:1-4, 11:1-11, 19:19-25, 35: 1-10, 55:12-13, 
Ezek. 34:23-31, 47:3-12, Joel 3:18, Amos 9:11-15, Micah 4:1-8, Hab. 2:14, Zech. 8:1-8, 14:9-11.  
It is confirmed in the NT – Luke 22:28-30, Acts 1:6, 3:19-23, Romans 8:21-22, Rev. 5:10, 20:1-6. 
 
There is much in this that is difficult to understand. This much seems clear - before the present heaven and earth 
pass away and a new heaven and a new earth are created (Rev. 21:1, 2Peter 3:10-13) there will be a period of 
God’s reign on this earth under the rule of Jesus, the Son of David and the King of Israel.  
 
God will demonstrate the nature of a world where His will is done on earth as in heaven, when the glory of the Lord 
covers the earth as the waters cover the sea (Hab. 2:14).  
 
Physical death and corruption must also be reversed, Daniel 12:13, 1Cor. 15:24-28, 51-57 – no negative 
consequence of sin will survive the return of Jesus as King;  
 
God will restore all things and thus demonstrate His wisdom and power and glory and His total victory over the 
serpent. 
 

2) A New Heaven and a New Earth  
 

Isaiah 66:22 refers to the new heavens and the new earth but this is only made clear in Rev. 21-22. 
The problems that flowed from Gen. 3 are finally resolved. 
 
- The old heaven and earth are no more 
- There is a new heaven and a new earth. Everything is made new. 
- There is a pure bride and her husband (c.f. Gen. 2:24) 
- God is present with his people (c.f. Gen. 2:7,17,21-22, 3:8, 23-24) 
- No pain or death Isaiah 25:8 (c.f. Gen.2:17, 16-19 
- Plentiful water supply (c.f. Gen.2:10) 
- Gates that are always open (c.f. Gen.3:24) 
- Gold and precious stones(c.f. Gen 2:12)  
- The tree of life 
- God as King of the Universe 
- Mankind reigning under Him 
- Identity restored 
- Invitation to “come” – issued by the Spirit and the bride in unity of heart 
- Clean clothes – no return to nakedness (innocence) 
- No sea (c.f. the threatening chaotic waters of  Gen.1:2 – fearsome to the ancient peoples) 
- No sun or moon – lit by the glory of God and the Lamb 
- No sin or uncleanness 
- No tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
- No snake! See 20:2 and10. 
 
 
This is the beginning and the end – now we must go back and walk the journey in between. 
 

 
 


