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Session 5  Introduction and Creation (Part 1)  
 
The Old Testament is primarily a story 
 
The OT is written in many literary forms (prose and poetry, lamentation and praise, biography and wisdom literature, legal 
documents and social arrangements, parables, prophecies and apocalyptic literature), but it is all woven around the story.  
This is what makes it cohere into an assembled jigsaw rather than being a mere jumble of pieces 
He chose to do it this way and, in particular, through His relationship with the small nation that He chose for this purpose. 
He chose to describe Himself as the Holy One of Israel, the God of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 
 
The New Testament does not just connect to the Old in a linear fashion (like two train carriages). It is true that in the 
New many things that began in the Old reach their goal (Luke 24:25-26, 44-47, Romans 10:4 – “end” here = “intended 
goal” and not “termination”), but there is much that is interwoven.  
 
“New” gives the impression of up to date, relevant.  
 “Old” gives the impression of something old fashioned and possibly obsolete (there are some aspects about which this is 
true, Heb. 8:13, 9:8-10, but this is not a general statement about the OT).  
 
It is actually a dangerous approach. We can have, or give, the impression that the “Old” is substandard, requiring 
correction by the “New”. This is the position of Islam – the New replaced the Old with a better revelation and the Koran 
has replaced both with the final and perfect revelation (this would be a perverse interpretation of 1Cor. 13:9-11). 
  
A better word than “Testament” is “Covenant” – Testament tends to be associated with death, demise, and cessation 
whereas Covenant is a common theme in both parts of the Bible.  
Jesus and the Apostles usually described the “Hebrew Bible” as “The Scriptures” – God’s inspired Word, 2Tim. 3:15-16. 
 
The Hebrew Scriptures are divided into 3 parts – Torah (1st five books), Prophets (includes Joshua, Judges, Samuel and 
Kings but not Daniel), and Writings (the remainder, including Daniel). 
We will use OT and NT as convenient shorthand, in line with convention, but appreciating the true situation. 
 
The OT contains many things that have not yet happened or have only recently begun to happen. This means that we 
cannot study the OT in isolation from the NT, and vice versa. Each informs us about the other. 
The OT has: 

 
- One overarching theme –  The Big Story (Meta narrative), Creation to New Creation.  
- Several interrelated plots –  Families (Israel and the adjacent Nations), Empires, Covenants, Exodus, 

     Kingdom, Exile, Restoration, and Messiah (double prophecy) etc.  
- Many individual characters – Each makes his/her own choice. 

 
The Gap 
 
There is a gap of about 400 years between Malachi and Matthew. The political and religious situation changed 
dramatically as a consequence of the period of Greek rule. Daniel sees this in prophetic visions; the books of Maccabees 
describe the historical events that shaped the character of the nation in radical opposition to paganism and idolatry.  
Groups such as the Pharisees and Sadducees and Essenes emerged and synagogue worship developed.  
 
After a short period of independence Rome conquered the land of Israel.  
The Messianic hope grew as people longed for deliverance from domination by this pagan empire.  

 
To begin at the beginning 
 
The first statement in the Bible is startling – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth”.  
There is no explanation, no introduction, and no prologue. 
Jewish commentators saw the shape as illustrating that there is a barrier to knowledge – it only flows in one direction, 
through revelation. There is no explanation of God. 
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The context 
 
This revelation about beginnings was given to the people of Israel through Moses.  
Their origins were in idolatry, Josh. 24:2 and Rachel brought the family gods when she left home with Jacob, Gen. 31:19. 
They had spent more than 400 years in Egypt, most recently as slaves.  
 
Egypt was polytheistic, (there was a brief period when they were restricted to a single god, Aten, but this was sun-
worship.) We know that many of the Israelites worshipped idols and brought them with them into the wilderness, 
Joshua 24:23, Amos 5:25-26 and Acts 7:39-43. The episode of the golden calf harked back to Egypt, Exodus 32:1-4.  
 
The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had redeemed them from Egypt. He was forging them into a nation and 
proposed to reign over them as King. They needed to know Who God was and is – not one among many competing 
deities but the God Who had made everything by His own choice, by His own Word, in His own way, and for His own 
purposes. “For all the gods of the peoples are idols (non-existent things), but the LORD made the heavens” Ps. 96:5. 
 
Monotheism was a radical departure from the ideas of other nations – a unique revelation to Israel. 
This is the main thrust of Genesis 1-2.  
 
Chapter 3, “The entrance of evil”, completes the introduction.  
This section of Genesis is foundational to the whole story of the Bible. Without it none of the rest makes any sense. 
 
Chapters 4-11 can be understood as the background to the call of Abram – basically the account of the consequences of 
the “declaration of independence” in chapter 3.  
There are some individual exceptions but essentially it is the story of descent into chaos and darkness, with loss of the 
knowledge of the One True God (the spiritual equivalent of Genesis 1:2a). 
 
The creation story - There are actually two creation stories. 

 
1) The creation of the heavens and the earth (i.e. everything), Gen. 1:1-2:4. Note the term used in 2:4 “These are 

the generations of the heavens and the earth” (lit.). This phrase recurs throughout Genesis as a division between the 
various sections. 

2) The more intimate and “domestic” setting of the creation of man and woman and the provision of a suitable 
environment, Gen. 2:5-25. 

 
The two accounts are complementary and give us a more complete picture of God – transcendent and immanent. 
 
In Gen. 1 He is Elohim (God – the usual name for deity). 
 In Gen. 2 He is Yahew Elohim (The LORD God) – the Covenant Name revealed to Moses. 
 
1)  In this study it is impossible to deal with the material of the “first” creation  story in detail. (You can listen 
 to this in a related series). 
  I understand it as a literary form that describes real space/time events in metaphorical language. It is neither a 
 scientific document nor a newspaper report. 
  
Here are some key points: 

- God creates (bara) by His own will and wisdom the universe He wishes to make, c.f. Prov. 3:19. 
- He does so by His Word and His Spirit. 
- The first item in creation is light (energy). The sun, moon, and stars are in “day 4”. 
- The waters (symbolic of threatening powers to the ancients) are under God’s control. 
- God names light and darkness and the heavens – they are subject to Him, and are not controlling powers. 
- Days are measured from evening to morning – the rhythm of Jewish life. 
- Creation involves separation (related to holiness). 
- There are specific categories of life within creation – “after their kind” (related to holiness). 
- The sun and moon are demystified – lamps hung in the sky, not gods. 
- The stars are mentioned in one phrase –“He made the stars also” - So much for astrology! 
- Food and reproduction are gifts from a beneficent Creator, not to be taken for granted.  
- Each component of creation was completed “as a day’s work” and perfect in itself – “good”. 
- The whole completed creation is “very good” – the parts fit together perfectly.  


